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Commitment in Life Purpose 


by Sam Ma-on 





The Medication of the Gospel 


by John O. Stewart 


A Fart 
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N A CHURCH I once served, the communion 

hymn was always listed on the Sunday church 
bulletin as “Hymn of Meditation.” I was quite 
surprised one Sunday as we prepared to observe 
the Lord’s Supper, to see “Hymn of Medication” 
on the bulletin before me. 


As I thought about it later, I decided the church 
secretary had not made such a bad mistake after 
all. The Lord’s Supper is a visible reminder of 
the very heart of the gospel that “Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scripture.” (1 
Cor. 15:3.) What better medication is there 
for sin-sick souls than the knowledge that through 
Christ’s death there is forgiveness of sins? 


If a cure for cancer should be discovered tomor- 
row, it would be such good news that people would 
rejoice around the world. The dictionary defines 
cancer as “a malignant evil that corrodes slowly 
and fatally.” Until Jesus came, every human be- 
ing was infected with an incurable cancer of the 
soul called “sin.”” It was always fatal. 


The death and resurrection of our Lord is the 
good news that a cure for this spiritual malady is 
available. No wonder it is called the gospel, 
which means ‘good news’’! 

But we must remember that medicine, regard- 
less of how good it is, will not cure our physical 
ills unless taken as prescribed. The Great Physi- 
cian has given us the medication of the gospel to be 
taken regularly. To neglect prayer, Bible study, or 
worship on the Lord’s Day is to leave the gospel 
medication in the medicine cabinet or on the shelf. 

Perhaps we should also point out that the gospel 
is not a vaccination or inoculation against sin for 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
(Romans 3:23.) Even with the gospel medication 
available to all, there are no perfect individuals. 
However, the gospel is a medication so powerful 
and so effective that it is “the power of God for 
salvation to every one who has faith.” (Romans 
1:16.) 


Mr. Stewart is minister of First Christian Church, 
Monroe, La. 
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A star is almost in my grasp, 
Above our sleepy town, 
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Influencing a person to 
make a decision.for Christ 


... is for all eternity 


Becoming A 
Christian Witness 


by Harold S. Rogers 


ye years ago I became acquainted with a 
successful insurance agent who had a rather 
unique formula for selling insurance. Every work- 
ing day he made it a point to meet three persons 
whom he had never met before. Every working 
day he talked about insurance with three people 
whom he had previously met. Every working 
day he tried to close three deals, which meant 
writing a policy for three of the people he had 
already contacted and cultivated. He called it 
his “‘triple-three plan.” 

Let us see how this formula applies in witness- 
ing to others for Christ, using the “triple-three 
plan” on a monthly basis rather than a daily basis. 
To do this would mean that the one making the 
Christian witness would try to meet three new 
persons each month. Every month he would, in 
the course of normal conversation, talk about 





Mr. Rogers is Secretary for Personal Evangelism, 
The Methodist Church. 
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Christ and the Christian faith to three people he 
had previously met. Every month he would try 
to influence three people to make a decision for 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

Naturally, the insurance salesman believed in 
his company with all his heart and soul. He had 
prepared himself well by learning everything pos- 
sible about insurance, and he kept in contact with 
the home office for additional helps. 

Today, as always, the message of Jesus Christ 
is kept alive in the world by people who believe in 
it with all of their heart and soul, and who under- 
gird it with their prayers, their gifts, and their 
daily witness. You, too, can become a part of this 
great adventure wherever you are. Here are six 
simple steps: 


Prepare Yourself 


Faith in Christ is simply trusting him to keep his 
word. Did he not say, “I am come that you may 
have life and have it more abundantly.” Surely as 
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a Christian you have experienced that abundant life, 
and it is too good to keep for one’s self. 

Complete enjoyment of any experience comes 
only as we share it with another. Knowing that, 
Christ said, “You shall be my witnesses. .. .” The 
first step in preparation is to take Christ at his 
word. We start with faith. We have an experi- 
ence. 

Seek a Prayer Partner 


There is a twofold purpose in asking another to 
join with you in this Christian adventure. In the 
first place it is scriptural: “If two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven.” (Matt. 18:19.) 
Second, this is the best way of recruiting another 
for this most important task. 


Know Your Bible 


The Christian witness should know his Bible, 
not for the sake of winning an argument, but to 
make its great truths a part of his daily living. 
It is the guidebook for life. It will comfort him 
in time of trouble, strengthen him when facing 
temptation, guide him when making decisions, 
bring rest when weary, increase his joy when suc- 
cessful, and give him the wisdom to witness. 


Plan Your Contacts 


Always speak to God about the man before you 
speak to the man about God. Become God’s part- 
ner in his plan for you to witness. Ask him to di- 
rect you to the ones to whom he would have you 
witness and to prepare the way for you. In this 
way you enable the Holy Spirit to work through 
you. He will guide and strengthen you as you 
make your daily contacts. Live always so that the 
one to whom you will witness can see in your life 
the marks of a Christian. 


Present Your Witness 


As you visit with your friend, watch for a nat- 
ural time to guide the conversation away from the 
material or the trivial. This will be easier than 
you think. Perhaps at a point of his need you 
might say, “This morning when I was reading my 
Bible, I found a verse that intrigued me.”’ Or you 
might say, “In situations such as this one you have 
just described, I find prayer a great source of 
strength.” Then turn the conversation back to 
him. This could be a conversation starter. As he 
talks, listen carefully and prayerfully. In that 
way you will sense when the opportune time comes 
to put your witness into words. 


Close Your Case 


Perhaps you will never approach the matter of 
a decision for Christ twice in the same fashion. 
Again, be guided by the Holy Spirit. However, 
you might want to say, “‘Are you willing to start 
where you are, take God at his word, and let him 
direct your life? I did a long time ago, and I 
have never regretted it. Of course, I make mis- 
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takes and have to look to God for help, but it’s 
the only way for me.” 


If he says, “Yes,” it would be a wonderful time 
to have a brief prayer with him and direct him to 
some helpful passages of Scripture. 

If he is reluctant, don’t become discouraged. 
Leave the way open for another time. 


Too often we take a prospect list without prep- 
aration, without knowing anything about the pros- 
pect, dash to a given address, ring the door bell, 
and in a breathless fashion state our mission. Then 
we wonder why we fail. 


Every day a number of salesmen come into our 
office, some of them in this same careless fashion. 
Almost never do we buy. We don’t know them or 
their product, and worst of all they have little or 
no knowledge of our needs. 


On the other hand, a salesman who now gets a 
good slice of our business called for over two years 
without getting an order. Yet, he didn’t become 
discouraged. He contacted and cultivated. He 
learned what was most needed and how he could 
best supply that need. Little by little he gained 
our confidence. We began to believe in him and 
his product. One day we gave him an order. It 
was delivered even better than he had promised. 
Today, whenever we need a particular piece of 
work, we call him. You see, he closed the deal. 

Influencing a person to make a decision for 
Christ, like selling a product or a service, is not 
always easy. It is not always a short-term propo- 
sition. But remember, it is for all eternity. Re- 
member also, that we do not always have to get 
a commitment the first time we try; but, if we are 
true to Christ’s great commission, we must try. 
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Free Suggestion 


OU hear a lot of things as editor of a 

weekly church journal that people never 
mentioned when you were a professor of 
church history in a theological seminary. 
It’s just as well. Professors should not be 
sticking their necks out toward the chopping 
block, anyway. And editors are expected to 
be crotchety. They are never quite satisfied 
with things “as usual.” There is news in the 
routine matters, it is often said. 


What we have been hearing is a growing, 
hopeful plea for more “preaching”’ at the as- 
sembly sessions of the International Conven- 
tion. If the next chairman of the program 
committee has been chosen, we have not 
heard who he is, so we want to put this issue 
before our readers before he has a chance to 
defend himself. If we can eonvince him 
that we haven’t been hearing echoes, but real 
repetitions, a lot of people are going to Kan- 
sas City with more enthusiasm than they left 
Louisville. 

We have no criticism of past chairmen, 
certainly not for the Louisville chairman who 
was our pastor for twelve years. It must be 
a completely unsatisfying job. There are 
more causes to report, more business to set- 
tle, more arguments to enjoy than there are 
hours in the program schedule. So, what 
is the poor program committee to do? Our 
guess is that they do what they think best 
plus trying to satisfy those who make the 
most reasonable demands. 

Three assumptions might be re-considered. 
First, it is assumed that the sessions of the 
National Evangelistic Association just pre- 
ceding the opening of the Assembly will 
satisfy those who want to hear sermons. 
This does not seem to be so. It is a fine 
program, with some great preaching. How- 
ever, it is thought to be a specialized meeting 
and the appeal is not made for the whole con- 
vention to attend. Most people couldn’t come 
early anyway. 

Second, it is assumed that speakers from 
outside our own membership should be hon- 
ored with a place on the evening program 
when the largest number of people attend. 
This should only be true when the speaker 
or the subject merits top billing. We get a 
score of letters after each convention ask- 
ing, ‘Don’t we have anyone worthy of the 
evening spot?” We do have, of course, and 





they are often used. People forget. Just let 
one outsider fizzle, and he carries all our 
guests along with him, in the mind of the 
people. 

Third, it sometimes appears that we take 
a theme that seems to have been minimized, 
or to have attracted less interest than it 
should, and give it a prime place on the pro- 
gram so the people will have to consider it, 
like it or not. This is questionable psychol- 
ogy. A handful of devoted persons can take 
a needy cause and triumph with it when it 
would only alienate possible supporters if 
presented to a mass audience. 

We aze not recommending preaching that 
is disconnected with the affairs of this world. 
Rather, we contemplate sermons which are 
so practical and so true that both their con- 
tent and their method come straight from the 
Bible. Sermonizing is not a lost art. We 
have some great preachers in the brother- 
hood. There are probably some that only a 
few people have heard. Others are well 
known. 

Yes, several are well known. But even 
these are not always used as “preachers.” In 
the past fifteen years we have heard many 
of our popular ministers on state and national 
programs. Nearly every time they are asked 
to give an address on some theme. Nearly 
every time it is a great address. Why not 
turn some of these loose at Kansas City, Los 
Angeles and Miami Beach in the next three 
years and let them preach last Sunday’s 
sermon? 

Oh, a few fellows would grumble. “Why, I 
preach better than that, every Sunday in the 
year!” Most of us would be inspired by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst. We 
would go out of the place more determined 
to put over more programs in keeping with 
the demands of our Lord than we would if 
the subject had been proven to us by a 
lecture, or given esthetic beauty through 
drama. 

Let’s take an open attitude toward the 
matter. An examination of past programs 
will reveal that sermons have been preached. 
Perhaps there were some at evening sessions. 
It would be easy to “prove” that the sugges- 
tions are out of order and the complaints 
baseless. But who wants to prove anything! 
What we want is the most helpful assembly 
program. What we need is enough inspira- 
tion to implement the information. 
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by Mildred Royer Bensmiller 


OMETIMES an incident occurs 

that throws truth into focus 
with such compelling clarity that 
it cuts through the fog of hum- 
drum activity, and brings a new 
understanding and a warm af- 
finity for all things human. It 
happened to me the week before 
Christmas. 

The day started in the wrong 
way. The telephone rang be- 
fore we were out of bed, always 
a sign of impending rush. Our 
newspaper, carelessly tossed on 
the front porch, flapped wan- 
tonly around the yard. The 
breakfast bacon burned. During 
the hurry of getting two small 
sons off to school, I mentally 
reviewed the day’s activities with 
some asperity: three dozen cook- 
ies to bake for the P.T.A tea; a 
four o’clock rehearsal at the 
church for the Christmas play; 
a carry-in dinner at six-thirty. 

When my husband mentioned 
that he needed the car, I inwardly 
groaned, remembering the dinner 
meat I had forgotten to pick up 
at the grocery the night before. 

“Don’t forget,” he reminded, 
“I go to the County Home this 
noon to bring in folk for the 
community dinner. Cars are 
needed, and I offered ours. 

“Say, I have to go out early to 
the County Home and bring in a 
bushel of walnuts for some poor 
fellow .. . mentally retarded, but 
not dangerous.” 

“Walnuts?” 

“Yes, he picks them up every 
year ... shells them and washes 
each one. Sells them in town. 
It’s his Christmas spending 
money. Two dollars a_ bushel. 
Do we need .. .?” 

“No!” 

In mid-afternoon, the doorbell 
rang for the fourth time that 
day. I felt impatience flair high; 
impotence of tasks undone, a 
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Gift 


dozen jobs beyond the space of 
time permitting. He stood at our 
front door, a figure vague and 
indistinct; the kind brash youth 
dismisses with silent scorn. His 
eyes were worn, older than his 


face; his garments, represent- 
ative of a dozen attics. 
“|... come... I brought 


. .’ He was apologetic, as if sur- 
prised at his own boldness. Then, 
he thrust a handkerchief into my 
hand, and with a sudden burst of 
eloquence said: 

“T brought . . . I brung this 
gift for you... the preacher 

. . your man, he was good to 
me ... he brung me to the din- 
ner.” And with dignity and 
pride: 

“I paid for it myself ... I 
earned it all.” His hands still 
bore the stain of walnut shells. 
“I been ’t the home for near 40 
years ... it’s not wrapped up 

. and it’s not so much.” His 
need was hovering, gaunt. 

“Tt’s beautiful.” I said. 

It was enough. He spoke dis- 
jointedly, the speech affliction 
obvious, but with a great rush 
of words. His naked heart was 
bared. There was loneliness and 
desperate need for soul com- 
munion. But there was courage 
too, and dignity; and touching 
gratitude for the simple thing 
the preacher had done that day. 
As he finished, his eyes were 
filled with tears. And through 
his tears, I saw. 

I do not know his name. But 
I have seen his face in the one 
leper who returned; again, in 
the One who washed the feet of 
his friends. And I hear his cry 
reverberating in the great swell- 
ing tide of human voices issuing 
forth wherever there is human 
need. 

I have read that the meek will 
inherit the earth. 
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PUNE OTS My ent Nae 
Jack T. Barron 


LAYMAN is not simply a 

non-clergyman. A layman 
is a sincere Christian who is a 
source of strength to the con- 
gregation to which he belongs. 

In this sense, I would define 
a layman as a man who, with a 
smiling face, can listen to 52 
sermons a year whether they are 
interesting or not. A layman is 
a man who, when the minister is 
making a mistake, can correct 
his minister without criticizing 
him. A layman is someone who 
can sit in a church board meet- 
ing and, when feelings are run- 
ning high and tempers are seeth- 
ing, can say the right word at 
the right time and bring the 
members back to sanity and to 
the knowledge that they are a 
Christian group meeting in a 
Christian fashion. 

A layman is someone who puts 
the work of his church before 
his allegiance to -the service club, 
the lodge, the P.T.A., or any 
other community organization. 
A layman is someone who can 
be an example to the congrega- 
tion instead of a stumbling block 
as he presides at the Lord’s 
table. 

A layman is one whose pocket- 
book as well as his lips testifies 
to his faith in the Lord. A lay- 
man is someone who realizes that 
Christianity extends from his 
church life into his home and 
business life. As a result, those 
who know him best and those 
who know him least can alike 
witness to his daily Christian liv- 
ing. 

A layman is a pillar of the 
church. A layman is the min- 
ister’s right hand. A layman 
is a follower of Jesus Christ in 
today’s world. 


a> 





Mr. Barron is minister of First 
Christian Church, Independence, 
Kan. 
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My life, my soul, my all! 
But that’s the whole of me! 


Commitment in Life Purpose 
cic. By Sam Mason 


OMMITMENT at home, com- 

mitment at work, commit- 
ment in social life—with these 
three areas of life committed, 
there is nothing else, it would 
seem, that is to be committed. 
To gather together into a single 
whole this three-fact commit- 
ment is the purpose of this mes- 
sage. 

Theories of the atonement have 
been many and varied, yet all, I 
think, have hinged to a greater or 
lesser extent upon the conception 
of “an offended God.” The con- 
ception of vicarious suffering puts 
Another to bear the penalties in 
the place of the offender. Sub- 
stitution does the same, though 
the theory of effectiveness may 
be different. 

The idea of sacrifice ‘inter- 
poses” a victim, and in each 
differing theory the personae re- 
main very much the same—an 
angry or offended God, the hope- 
less offender and the intermedi- 
ary, the “interposer of the 
precious blood,” the “sacrifice of 
nobler name and richer blood” 
than “all the beasts on Jewish 
altars slain.” For, does not the 
the Scripture say, “without the 
shedding of blood there is no for- 





Mr. Mason is a minister of the 
Churches of Christ in Great 
Britain and lives in Liverpool. 
This article is adapted from a 
sermon preached at the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ, 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, last 
August. 
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giveness of sins’? (Heb. 9:22.) 

There is not one of us who 
names the Name of Christ who 
cannot meaningfully say, “His 
blood can make the foulest clean; 
his blood avails for me.” As 
we sing we mean what we sing! 
The cross has broken down the 
middle wall of partition, and we 
“who were far off’? are made 
nigh, and that “made-nighness” 
is the finished work of Christ. 
Of that we have no doubt. But 
how it is accomplished “nor 
tongue nor pen can show.” “None 
but his lovers know” that it is 
so. The how is as hid from our 
eyes as God himself. 

And, if the truth be told, no 
theory of the atonement in any 
classical form satisfies us who 
stand within the known love of 
God beneath the shadow of the 
cross. 

Love goes so poorly with an 
“offended God,” and our Lord’s 
“Neither do I condemn thee; go 
and sin no more” doesn’t seem 
to tally with the blood-sacrifice 
theory, however deeply we know 
that we need the “cleansing’— 
we who “fain would serve him 
best” and are “conscious most 
of wrong within.” 

What is the nature of the sin 
from which we would be freed? 
What is it which so separates 
us from him who loves us, and 
whom we love, “though so feebly 
and so ill”? 

Separation—That seems to give 
a clue. Division—There, surely, 
is a hint. A clue to the nature 


and a hint as to the result of sin, 
and it is the sin of un-commit- 
tedness of which we speak here. 

A cry of the Apostle Paul 
echoes strongly in my memory: 
“Wretched man that Iam... 
for I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is 
what I do” (Rom. 7:19, 24), and 
we know that this deep-set agony 
arises from “a law that is within 
my members,” as Paul puts it, 
over against and in constant ten- 
sion with the “law of my mind.” 

If one recalls the creation- 
story, this is as it was in the 
beginning as God “walked in the 
garden in the cool of the day,” 
before the things of God, the trees 
in the midst of the garden, be- 
came things to be snatched at by 
man, and fellowship, both be- 
tween man and his wife and be- 
tween them both and God, was 
destroyed. 

Have we here all but stumbled 
upon the real nature of sin? From 
the first page of Genesis to the 
last page of the Revelation, 
surely, the tragedy of man is 
separatedness, from himself and 
from his God. From the blood 
of Abel to the foul drink of the 
harlot within the Apocalypse, the 
life-blood of mankind has flowed 
to the insatiable thirst of man to 
be at peace with himself. And, 
since ‘our hearts were made for 
God and are restless till they find 
their rest in him,” he, too, God, is 
caught in the maelstrom of man’s 
self-destruction, the major trag- 
edy of which is that man “means 
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well!”. . . if only for himself. 

We have come far, it seems, 
from our theme of “Commitment 
in life purpose’”’ and its anteced- 
ent corollaries. But, have we? 

How many of us have homes 
that are fairly committed things? 
We live at peace with our part- 
ners, we are loved by and love our 
children and are “given to hos- 
pitality” and are thought well 
of by our neighbors. We have 
no doubt that our Lord might 
well love to be with us in our 
homes as he was at Bethany. 

How many of us might not be 
recognized by our family or our 
friends in our business life? Our 
homelife is committed—of that 
we are sure—but our business! 
And we try to justify ourselves 
with saying, “But business is 
business,” and ‘‘Never the twain 
shall meet’—the office and the 
home. 

The tension pulls us apart. And 
in our better moments the cry, 
“Wretched man that I am” is not 
far from our lips, though it 
doesn’t yet wring itself out from 
our hearts! 

How many of us who have 
squared our business life and our 
home life would hardly know 
ourselves and would certainly not 
be recognized by our families or 
our friends in our social life? 
Oh, I don’t mean just what we 
do when we are “on a spree,” 
but what we are in our contacts 
with our fellow-men; our execu- 
tive relations with the shop; our 
daily routine meetings with the 
man in the street; our political 
slants; our international outlook; 
our quiet snobbishness; our su- 
perior background; our surpass- 
ing of “the Joneses’? 

Ah, well . . . there’s the rub! 

Why, our pride may even 
vaunt itself in that we hold an 
office within the church superior 
to that of another brother, and 
not all of us are yet sure that 
to be a door-keeper in the house 
of the Lord is to be preferred to 
the ‘“‘tents of wickedness,” what- 
ever is its modern equivalent. 

And, if we are perfectly honest, 
if the rung of the ladder is oc- 
cupied, we’re not too delicate in 
our tread upon the one above— 
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if we can make it and get away 
with it. 

Cain slew his brother Abel for 
not much more than that! The 
awful cry, “Crucify him, away 
with him... ,’’ is not far removed 
from very similar reactions. As 
James says, “We lust and have 
not; we ask and receive not, be- 
cause we ask amiss that we may 
consume it on our pleasures. ... 
We kill and desire to have... 
and cannot obtain.”’ And all these 
arise out of what a modern 
psychologist might well call our 
divided _ personalities. Cross- 
tensions within; contentions 
without! Oh, wretched folk that 
we are! 

Is there no escape? 

Basically, I suppose, the root- 
cause of these divisions and ten- 
sions is fear. ‘“Fear,’’ says the 
King James version, “hath tor- 
ment.” Was there ever a more 
adequate term used for the dilem- 
ma of man? Torment! The head- 
lines of our newspapers shriek 
it; un-met “Summits” placard it; 
east-west tensions proclaim it; 
iron curtains sustain it; social un- 
rest, labor problems, family 
break-up, personal life-tragedies 

. all are symptoms of this 
same fatal malaise of the human 
race whose generic name is sin. 

No psychiatrist can heal the 
deep “sickness of the soul’; no 
pill can ease the weight of sin, 
though the former may be able 
to diagnose the complaint in 
clinical terms and the latter give 
aspirin-relief to a too-tormented 
nervous system or stimulate a 
glandular secretion for an all-too- 
brief duration! 

The torment of the diametric 
tension within ourselves; of the 
polarity of our unbridled desires; 
of the stresses of our uncoordin- 
ated selves! The torment of our 
fears! Maybe it needed the 
realities of this modern day fully 
to highlight the darkness in which 
unredeemed man must walk! 

“Perfect love casts out fear.” 
(1 John 4:18.) 

Like a cool hand on a fevered 
brow ... or is it just sentimental 
drivel in an agonized world? The 
well-known words echo along the 
noisy corridors of our memory. 


Well? Which? 

Is love the romantic folly of 
the ancients, or is it the fulcrum 
upon which alone life will swing? 
Is it, perhaps, the folk-name of 
an ancient god, or is it the very 
essence of the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus and all there 
is, the true nature of human ex- 
perience and the very fabric of 
heaven? 

Which? 

Let’s see the nature of love. 
We can see its real nature only 
from the foot of Calvary as we 
gaze upon the middle cross of 
three. And let’s not boggle at 
the fact that it is a bloody spec- 
tacle! But let us see before we 
attempt an interpretation, and to 
do that we must go back several 
hours into the Garden of Gethse- 
mane. 

Listen. “My Father, let this 
cup pass from me...” (Matt. 
26:39). All that’s human shrinks 
from the scene that we have just 
been watching. But, listen further. 
“Tf this cup cannot pass unless I 
drink it . . . thy will be done.” 
What is that, “thy will”? Our only 
clue is the Man—Christ Jesus, 
who is about to accept that will 
as his own. In him we see the 
only complete Man; he “went 
about doing good,” because he 
was good; not only “tempted in 
all points like as we are, yet 
without sin,” but—though words 
fail us, he was all that man 
should be. Never at a loss; never 
off his guard; never fooled by the 
apparent to the real; never dis- 
traught; never flustered; never 
tricked by others; never tricked 
by himself. 

Is that his secret? It is written 
of him: “He needed not to ask 
about man, for he knew what 
was in man,” and, surely, that 
knowledge came largely, if not 
solely, from the fact that he knew 
himself. 

And he knew himself solely 
because he knew the Father, for 
only out of that sureness dared 
come his: “I and the Father are 
one.” He said, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me,” 
and, “For this I have come into 
the world.” 


(Continued on page 27.) 
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Disciple Artists Exhibit Work 


HE Disciples of Christ Historical 

Society sponsored a national ex- 
hibit of paintings, drawings, sketches, 
sculpture and photographs by Dis- 
ciple artists in the Thomas W. Phil- 
lips Memorial Building, Nashville, 
Tenn., Oct. 27—Nov. 30, 1960. 

Already distinguished for the con- 
tribution its Gothic building, stained 
glass and stone carvings have made 
to the fine arts, the Historical So- 
ciety added a new area of cultural 
influence to its program of services 
through this program. 

Fifty-six entries from 38 artists 
were presented. The geographic 
representation covered half the 
globe, extending from Cairo, Egypt, 
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to Orange, Calif.; from Fort Myers, 
Fla., to Detroit, Mich. 

The Society held an open house 
for members of Christian churches 
in Nashville and vicinity, Nov. 13. 
The first viewers of the exhibit were 
members of the _ post-convention 
tour, following the Louisville as- 
sembly, who stopped in Nashville 
Oct. 27. The CYF of Vine Street 
Christian Church, Nashville, gave 


one entire evening to a comprehen- 
sive view of the exhibit. 

The show was planned and carried 
out by a committee composed of 
famed Nashville artist, Gus Baker, 
chairman, Mrs. Willis R. Jones, Miss 
Eva Jean Wrather and Dr. Jones, 





president of the Historical Society. 
Art students studying under Mr. 
Baker assisted in hanging the ex- 
hibit. Mrs. Charles E. Crouch was 
in charge of the open house. 

Many human-interest factors were 
in evidence. The earliest entry was 
the drawing Isis by the eminent 
Disciple poet, Vachel Lindsay. It 
had been a wedding present from 
the poet to his close friends, Dr. 
and Mrs. Charles Clayton Morrison, 
in 1906. 

The newest drawings were cari- 
ecatures of the 1960 presidential 
candidates by Nashville artist Gene 
Graham, which were hung in the 
exhibit even before they appeared 
as an outstanding feature in the 
Nashville Tennessean, Nov. 6. 

One family was represented with 
three works. These were by Dr. 
Riley B. Montgomery, president of 
The College of the Bible, Riley, Jr., 
and Mrs. Ann Montgomery Brewster. 

Fourteen of the exhibitors were 
in professions related directly or 
indirectly to the fine arts. These 
included Miss Polly Scribner Ames, 
who spent the past summer paint- 
ing in Greece. 

Paintings, drawings, sketches, 
sculpture, and photographs by the 
following members of Christian 
Churches were exhibited: 

Miss Polly Ames, member of the University Church 
of the Disciples of Chirst, Chicago, I1l., oil. 

Russell Arnold, Associate Professor of Art, Atlantic 
Christian College, Wilson, N. C., oil. 

P. Hunter Beckelhymer, minister of the Hiram 
Christian Church, Hiram, Ohio, oil. 

Carlton Bogel, member Eastwood Christian Church, 
Nashville, Tenn., ink on scratchboard. 

William Clayton Bower, member of the Central 
Christian Church, Lexington, Ky., oil. 

Mrs. Henley Brewster, member of the First Chris- 
tian Church, Norfolk, Va., pen sketch. 

Alice Cleaver, d. 1943, classmate of Vachel Lind- 
say, oil. 

Mrs. Gaines M. Cook, member of the University 
Park Christian Church, Indianapolis, Ind., water color. 

Francis B. Courtney, d. 1952, member of the 
Central Woodward Christian fhurch, Detroit, Mich., 
pen and ink. 

Merle Dowd, member of the Hiram Christian 
Church, Hiram, Ohio, ink on scratchboard. 

George Downey, member of the Donelson Christian 
Church, Nashville, Tenn., oil. 

William H. Eppens, d. 1956, member of the Uni- 
versity Church of the Disciple of Christ, Chicago, 


Hll., water color. 
Miss Gladys Finn, member of the University Church 
of the Disciples of Christ, Chicago, IIl., water color. 


William Foster, member of Vine Street Christian 
Church, Nashville, Tenn., oil. 


(Continued on page 25.) 
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NEWS 


The Church at Large 





New NCC Head Calls for 
Bold Church Leadership 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.—The new- 
ly elected president of the National 
Council of Churches said here the 
Church must set an example for 
bold leadership in a day of “swift 
and continuing change” and not 
shrink back in “frightened timidity.” 

J. Irwin Miller, Columbus, Ind., in- 
dustrialist and an elder in North 
Christian Church there, who spoke 
at the luncheon concluding the 
council’s general assembly, noted 
that “this is an age in which all too 
many Americans seem to want to 
go back to something. 

“Businessmen want to go back to 
little government. Labor leaders 
want to go back to protective tariffs. 
Intellectuals want to go back to life 
before the Industrial Revolution 
after first destroying all radios and 
TV sets. 

“If, as member denominations, we 
are of a mind to ‘manifest our one- 
ness,’ but only just so far, saying, 
in effect, that there are many con- 
siderations which must come ahead 
of our Lord’s prayer that ‘all may 
be one,’ and that we must not be 
in an indecent haste to obey, then 
the cynical world to whom we speak 
will not miss the significance of a 
qualified commitment. 

“If, as member agencies, we ap- 
propriate to ourselves the virtues 
and benefits of ‘all one body we,’ 
and at the same time preserve a 
fierce concern for ‘prerogatives,’ our 
double-mindedness will be correctly 
tagged. 

“If, in our resolutions or pro- 
nouncements, traces of self-interest, 
whether of business or labor or col- 
lege or clergy or race creep in, the 
world will be quick to recognize 
them as something less than the 
voice of the church. In everything 
it will not be enough to be right 
in our words and our activities; we 
must, in each instance, take care 
to be right for the right reason and 
from the right motive, or society 
will find us out.” 

Mr. Miller noted that only the 
personal example of the NCC mem- 
bers in its constituent bodies would 
determine “whether this council is 
only another large organization in 
an already over-organized society, 
or whether it truly is a Christian 
instrument of great strength and 
sharpness, peculiarly adapted to the 
needs of our day.” 
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Churchmen Discuss 


Apartheid Problem 


JOHANNESBURG, S. AFRICA—AIll 
white and Negro churchmen taking 
part in the conference here on the 
problem of apartheid (racial segre- 
gation) in South Africa were agreed 
on the seriousness of the situation 
and were “united in the desire to 
grapple with it.” 

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general sec- 
retary of the World Council of 
Churches, under whose auspices the 
conference was held, made this 
statement in an interview after the 
conference had reached complete 
agreement on Biblical interpreta- 
tions regarding the Christian atti- 
tude toward the different races. 

Noting that the Dutch Reformed 
Church was represented in the 
group, he said this must be re- 
garded as “an important step for- 
ward.” In the past, this church has 
been criticized for allegedly regard- 
ing the Negro race as naturally 
inferior. 

Reservations, however, were made 
by the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa, the Dutch Reformed Church 
of South Africa of the Cape Prov- 
ince, and the Dutch Reformed 
Church of the Transvaal, although 
their delegates were part of the 80 
per cent majority which voted in 
favor of adopting the conference 
resolutions. 

The Dutch Reformed Church of 
South Africa, the smallest of the 
Dutch Reformed bodies, said _ it 
wished to emphasize emphatically 
that apartheid, or separate develop- 
ment, was the only honorable so- 
lution for South Africa’s race prob- 
lems. It said that any degree or 
form of integration was rejected by 
the church. 

A series of revolutionary resolu- 
tions denouncing various forms of 
racism was included in a statement 
adopted at the close of a week-long 
conference. 

The first part of the statement 
rejected “all unjust discrimination 
on racial grounds.” The second part 
dealt with specific phases of the 
problem of racial discrimination in 
this country. Observers described 
the resolutions as “likely to shake 
South African thought on apar- 
theid.” 

The resolution took sharp issue 
with the South African government 
ban on Negroes worshiping in white 
churches. It said that “no one who 
believes in Jesus Christ may be ex- 
cluded from any church on grounds 
of race and color.” 


AF Academy Chapel 





—RNS Photo 


STRUCTURAL STEEL work for the 
Air Force Academy chapel at Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., nears comple- 
tion as the last five-ton tetrahedron 
for its 17-spired roof is lifted into 
place. The four-sided steel pyramid 
was the last of 100 required to con- 
struct the roof. 


Christians Will Study 
And Discuss WCC Theme 


GENEvA—An intensive effort to 
bring the quest for Christian unity 
home to local congregations around 
the world will get underway soon. 

The occasion is the publication of 
the World Council of Churches’ pre- 
paratory study booklet for the Third 
Assembly to be held in New Delhi, 
India, Nov. 18—-Dec. 6, 1961. 

This year the 76-page booklet, 
published in more than 20 lan- 
guages, will be studied around the 
world by tens of thousands of Chris- 
tians. 

In small village churches in Asia 
and Africa, in big city congregations 
in Berlin and Chicago, men and 
women will come together to study 
and discuss the Assembly theme, 
“Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World.” 

The booklet is designed to enlist 
the participation of the local church 
in the Assembly. An initial print- 
ing of nearly half a million copies 
in French, English and German will 
be followed by other language edi- 
tions for Spanish-speaking, Scandi- 
navian, Asian and African countries. 
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The Church at Large 


National Council Looking 
For ‘Facts’ About Alcohol 


Seek Funds to Study 
Problem of Alcoholism 


New YorK, N. Y.—With approxi- 
mately five million alcqholics in 
the United States, the churches 
have been urged to provide funds 
for basic research on the problem. 

The action was taken at a recent 
meeting of the Department of Pas- 
toral Services of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

“The churches too often attempt 
to take action without knowing 
enough facts about the problem,” 
Dr. D. Earl Clarke told the depart- 
ment’s Committee on Religion and 
“Alcohol of which he is chairman. 
The committee cooperates in this 
field with the Council’s Department 
of Social Welfare. 

New approaches by the churches 
both on the problem and on their 
distinctive role in solving it are 
urgent, Dr. Clarke declared. Be- 
cause the use of alcohol is associated 
with traffic accidents, delinquency 
and mental health, basic education 
and information are needed to find 
better solutions than now exist, he 
said. 

Part of the study will be given to 
types of social action the churches 
should advocate. Another section 
will take a look at the influence on 
the public of liquor advertising on 
TV and radio. A list of speakers, 
who will be available to church 
groups across the nation, is being 
prepared, said Dr. Clarke. They will 
include doctors, sociologists and other 
experts in the field. 


Increased Value of Gifts 
Now Considered as Taxable 


Tax Loophole Closed 


By Revenue Service 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The U. S. 
Internal Revenue Service has closed 
a tax loophole which was being used 
by some religious, educational, and 
charitable institutions as an induce- 
ment to prospective donors to set 
up lifetime trusts. 

A ruling in the December 5 issue 
of the Internal Revenue Bulletin 
(Bulletin 1960-49) declares that when 
stocks, bonds, or other securities are 
given to a charitable institution, 
with instructions to sell them for 
investment in tax-exempt securities, 
the amount by which these secu- 
rities have increased in value through 
the years must be considered ordi- 
nary taxable income of the donor. 

However, if the funds of the trust 
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are invested in tax-exempt bonds— 
that is, state and municipal bonds 
which are not subject to federal tax 
—then the income from the trust 
will be tax-exempt income. And to 
this extent, religious, educational, 
and charitable organizations can 
still offer such trust funds as an in- 
ducement to prospective donors. 


Gives Up $50,000 Income 


Physician to Become 
Medical Missionary 


DALLAS, TExaS—A 41-year-old 
Seventh-day Adventist physician 
from Texas has given up his $50,000 
a year practice to become a medical 
missionary in British Honduras, 
where only 300 doctors serve over 
2,000,000 people. 

In addition, Dr. Stephen A. Young- 
berg will inaugurate his Honduran 
mission by presenting an unusual 
Christmas gift to the people of 
Honduras—the first of six mobile 
clinics and operating rooms planned 
for that country. His “home base” 
will be in the Lake Yojoa section. 

One of the strongest backers now 
of the Watertown, S. D., native is 
Walter Tynes, a Dallas oil man. Mr. 
Tynes had seen in his travels 
through Mexico and other remote 
areas “people dying for lack of food 
and medical care’ and caught a 
vision of humanity’s need in vast 
areas. 


Negroes Eat in Atlanta 
YWCA Without Incident 


ATLANTA, GA.—Two Negro min- 
isters and three other Negroes 
dined without incident in a public 
cafeteria in Atlanta’s downtown 
Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion here during a turbulent period 
of sit-in attempts at other downtown 
spots. 

A YWCA spokesman said _ the 
YWCA “had no policy of desegrega- 
tion and had not been forewarned 
of the Negroes’ visit but previously 
had decided to serve Negroes if any 
sought service.” 

After the Negroes left, the YWCA 
board issued this statement: 

“The Young Women’s Christian 
Association first of all is committed 
to the principles of Jesus Christ and 
seeks to see all people as children of 
God. We constantly try to act in 
ways that are in line with this be- 
lief. We have recognized that, be- 
ing human, on occasion we have 
tended to follow customs rather than 
these Christian principles, but we re- 
joice that in this instance we have 
been able to base our practice on 
our principles.” 


Congregationalists 
Debate the Proposed 
Constitution of UCC 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Some _ 500 
Minnesota Congregationalists packed 
a hotel ballroom here to hear a de- 
bate on the proposed constitution 
for the United Church of Christ. 

The debate was intended to help 
them decide how to vote when their 
local churches ballot on whether to 
ratify the constitution for the three- 
year-old denomination, joined by a 
merger of the Congregational Chris- 
tian General Council and the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church. 

The Nebraska lawyer-layman who 
argued for ratification complained 
that most of the audience had come 
with their minds made up in opposi- 
tion to the constitution and the 
merger. 

“I think the meeting is loaded,” 
said George B. Hastings, Grant, 
Neb., after only questions indicating 
opposition to the constitution were 
asked. He is a former moderator 
of the Congregational Christian 
General Council. 

Arguing against the constitution 
was a Hartford, Conn., minister, Dr. 
Henry David Gray, leader of an 
anti-merger group. 

Having any constitution at all 
violates Congregational principles of 
freedom, he claimed. 

Dr. Gray said the constitution had 
“controls” over lay and clergy lead- 
ership that were “worse than 
Presbyterianism.” 

Dr. Carl Hansen, minister and ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Minnesota 
Congregational conference, reported 
that as of Nov. 18 a total of 519 
Congregational churches across the 
nation had voted on the constitu- 
tion. Of these, 487 approved the 
merger and 32 did not, he said. 

All 12 Minnesota churches which 
have voted thus far were in favor 
of the constitution, he revealed. 


Protestant Designation Dropped 


MaRIoN, OHIO—With the intent of 
achieving a greater degree of “es- 
sential unity” the Marion County 
Council of Churches has revised the 
opening statement of its constitu- 
tion. The specific designation of 
“Protestant” Churches in the re- 
quirement for membership was 
dropped at the fall meeting of the 
organization held here with 14 
churches represented. President of 
the council is C. Edward Weber, 
pastor of Central Christian Church. 


THE CHRISTIAN 











NEWS IN BRIEF 


Temperance Director Resigns 


WASHINGTON, D, C.—Clayton M. 
Wallace has resigned as executive 
director of the National Temper- 
ance League here to take a position 
as field secretary of church exten- 
sion for the United Churches of 
Christ in the national capital area. 
Mr. Wallace has served the Tem- 
perance League—successor to the 
former Anti-Saloon League—as its 
chief executive officer since 1952. 
In his new post, Mr. Wallace will 
help direct expansion of Congrega- 
tional-Christian and Evangelical 
and Reformed Churches in the 
Washington area which is expected 
to grow in the next decade to a 
metropolitan population of more 
than 4,000,000 persons. 


Worker-Priest Movement 


RoME—A new kind of worker- 
priest movement is growing here 
but, unlike the one in France which 
was dissolved by Pope John XXIII 
last year, the Italian experiment 
has the Vatican’s blessing. Every 
Thursday hundreds of young men 
in training for the Roman Catholic 
priesthood trade their clerical garb 
for workers’ clothes and spend the 
day in manual labor throughout the 
city. 


365 New Churches 


CHIcAGoO—Some 575 Methodist dis- 
trict superintendents were told here 
that they must help organize a new 
congregation every 24 hours during 
the next four years in order to 
meet the challenge of this country’s 
expanding population. 


Opposes Collectivist Trend 


Cuicaco—A Los Angeles minister 
urged businessmen to help reverse 
what he called a “collectivist” trend 
in United States churches and 
schools. James W. Fifield, Jr., min- 
ister of the First Congregational 
Church of Los Angeles, accused this 
country’s religious and academic 
leaders of helping the trend. Dr. 
Fifield is among those Congrega- 
tionalists who have been fighting 
the merger of the Congregational 
Christian and Evangelical and Re- 
formed Churches into the new 
United Church of Christ. 
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Pope Dislikes Noise 


VATICAN CiITY—Pope John XXIII 
would like to see one long-standing 
tradition abolished—that of hailing 
a Pope with shouts and cheers. The 
Pontiff, who was 79 last Nov. 25, 
said that shouting and cheering 
“strikes our ears with a distasteful 
sound.” He said he did not mind 
hand clapping. But even that, he in- 
dicated with an eloquent gesture and 
shrug, is something that also could 
be dispensed with. 


Self-Imposed Taxes 


UNITED NATIONS, N. Y.—Members 
of an Illinois Quaker church and 
its community have presented $2,- 
837.49 to the United Nations Tech- 
nical Assistance program, more 
than doubling their last year’s ef- 
fort to aid the world’s less fortu- 
nate peoples by taxing themselves 
one per cent of their taxable in- 
comes. Donors believe that in ad- 
dition to obligations to their own 
nations, “citizens of all countries 
have a responsibility to their world 
community.” 


Bishop Dibelius Speaks 


NEw YorK—Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, head of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID), in a 
farewell talk before returning to 
his homeland, called on American 
Christians to fight Communism by 
“taking advantage of their free- 
dom” and “making great strides in 
evangelism. American churches,” 
he said, “are not hampered by po- 
litical pressure which would pre- 
vent the man on the street from 
affiliating himself with the body of 
believers.” He urged churches to 
exploit this situation by bolstering 
Christianity’s strength in the inter- 
national battle with the Reds, 


Bible Distribution 


NEw YorK—More than 29,530,000 
copies of Scriptures were distributed 
throughout the world in 1959 by 
member groups of the United Bible 
Societies for an all-time record, it 
was reported at the 42nd annual 
meeting here of the American Bible 
Society’s Advisory Council. Of this 
total the American society alone 
was responsible for the distribution 


of some 17,650,000 Scriptures, it was 
noted in the report presented by 
ABS secretaries. 


Methodists in Philippines 


MANILA—Methodist membership in 
the Philippines increased by 19,349 
in the past four years to a present 
total of 117,323, it was reported at 
the Philippines Central Conference 
here. The 19 per cent increase rep- 
resents an average annual rise of 
almost 5 per cent, compared _ to 
American Methodism’s yearly in- 
crease of about 1 per cent. Meth- 
odism’s Christian literature pro- 
gram in the islands, including The 
Upper Room, bi-monthly devo- 
tional guide, in three languages, and 
publications for new literates, has 
grown from an annual budget of 
$1,000 in 1952 to $20,000 in 1960, 
the bishop said. 


Church Opposes Duel 


SAN JOSE, Costa RicA—Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Carlos Hum- 
berto Ordonez of San Jose warned 
two political leaders here that they 
would incur excommunication from 
the church if they persisted in plans 
for a duel. Although he mentioned 
no names, the archbishop was ob- 
viously referring to former Presi- 
dent Otilio Ulate and Representa- 
tive Fabio Fournier. Mr. Ulate 
challenged Mr. Fournier to a duel 
when the latter criticized him in 
the National Assembly. 


Baptist University in 
Washington? 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Creation of 
a committee to study the possibility 
of launching a Baptist university 
in the nation’s capital was approved 
by the annual District of Columbia 
Baptist Convention here. Baptists 
from Maryland and northern Vir- 
ginia will be invited to join in dis- 
cussing the plans. No Baptist-sup- 
ported institution for higher edu- 
cation now exists in the area be- 
tween Richmond, Va., and Philadel- 
phia, Pa., and it was pointed out 
that the population of the national 
capital area which now exceeds 2,- 
000,000 is in need of additional edu- 
cational facilities. 


Stanley Jones to Eire 


BELFasT—Dr. E. Stanley Jones, 
noted American Methodist mission- 
ary-evangelist, author and preacher, 
is scheduled to conduct a three-day 
series of meetings here beginning 
April 6, at the Carlisle Memorial 
Church, cathedral of Irish Method- 
ism. 
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by Velma Brackman 


My name’s Don Smith. Just 
plain S-M-I-T-H. 
“Heard the news?” Pinky 


Adams yelled, emptying a waste 
basket into their trash burner, 
“A guy named Dan O’Hara’s mov- 
ing to town.” 

“Any relation to Maureen 
O’Hara?” TI yelled back. 

“Naw,” Pinky ambled across 
the yard. “This is a fighting 
Irishman. He’s in our class. 

“Oh,” I said sourly, ‘‘A football 
player, I suppose.’ 

Pinky grinned. ‘Don’t get 
sore. You can’t help it you 
sprained your ankle just before 
spring practice.” 

When Dad came home it seemed 
the news was all over town. “It 
sure will be good to have a fight- 
ing Irishman on the team next 
year,” he gloated. 

“Who said he’s a fighting 
Irishman?’’ Mom asked. 

“Why-why everyone,” Dad 
spluttered. “They’re moving here 
from Oakland. Paul Robinson 
knows the O’Haras.” 

That settled that. 

Coach was walking on air. 
Fancyville’s football rooters were 
excited, too. The team hadn’t 
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done so well the last two years. 
I’d already begun to dislike the 
O’Hara sight unseen. 

Monday morning classes had 
just begun when Mr. Stone, the 
superintendent, came to the door 
and beckoned to Coach, who also 


teaches our history class. He 
handed the roll book to Karen 
Hatheway and went out. Karen 
finished the roll and we sat wise- 
cracking until Coach came back, 
looking like he’d lost his starch. 
Coach is full of bounce, usually, 
but something had happened. 

“Must be a death in the fam- 
ily,” Pinky whispered as we went 
out the door. 

Even Miss Gordon, our English 
teacher, looked a little green as 
we went into her room. Mr. 
Stone was standing inside the 
door with a skinny little guy. 
First glance and we knew the 
O’Hara hadn’t arrived yet. This 
kid was Japanese, which wasn’t 
new in our school; last year Dan 
Kishayama had been valedictor- 
ian. 

Mr. Stone cleared his throat. 
“Boys and girls,” he said, “this 
is Sam Hara. Sam has moved 
here from Oakland. Let’s make 









him welcome.” 

You could have heard an atom 
drop. So this was the O’Hara! 
The fighting Irishman! I wanted 
to laugh. Instead, we all clapped 
politely—when we came to. 

I wondered if Sam Hara knew 
what a disappointment he was. 
The whole school acted like a 
tragedy had occurred. No red- 
headed fighting Irishman tearing 
down the field, laying men out 
like last summer’s tornado! 

Mom thought it was a huge 
joke, but Dad moped around all 
evening. “How did the rumor 
about the O’Haras get started?” 
Mom asked. Dad didn’t know. 
Hara had become O’Hara, but no 
one knew how. One thing was 
sure; Sam was poison. You 
would have thought it was his 
fault everyone had counted on a 
big red-haired roughneck and got 
a little black-haired gentleman. 

“How’s the Hara?” Mom asked 
one evening. ‘“Is he in any of 
your classes?” 

“Sure. English and math,” I 
said. 

“Why don’t you invite him to 
supper some evening?” 

“And have the gang all mad 
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at me?” 

“And have the gang all mad at 
you,” Mom agreed. “This non- 
sense has gone far enough. I 
want him to eat supper with us 
Friday night. Hear?” 

I heard. I knew better than 
not to. 

Sam was so surprised he al- 
most forgot to be polite. 

I didn’t let any of the gang 
know Sam was coming to our 
house; they would have hooted. 

Mom and Sam got along fine. 
Dad was polite, but I could see 
he was still wishing Sam was 
what he was supposed to have 
been. 

“T expect you know you were 
supposed to be a_red-headed 
Irish football player named 
O’Hara,’”’ Mom said while we were 
eating. Trust Mom to bring 
things into the open. 

“No, I didn’t,” Sam confessed, 
then laughed. ‘No wonder I’m 
about as popular as the measles. 
You thought it was the O’Haras 
moving here. Dan is a football 
player—the best. He was my 
best friend. I’m too small for 
most sports.” 

“How about track?” I asked. 

“Some.” Sam shrugged. “Is 
there anywhere around here to 
swim?” 

“There’s a fair pool in Sioux,” 
I said. “I sure wish Fancyville 
would build one. We’re so far 
away from a good place to swim 
none of us are any good. Do you 
swim?” 

“Some,” Sam said carelessly. 

After supper at our house Sam 
really worked at friendliness. He 
hung around the football field 
when we were practicing, and be- 
fore long Coach was letting him 
help measure, and things like 
that. My bum ankle kept me 
benched most of the time. It 
was hard not to like Sam; you 
really had to work at it, but most 
of the kids didn’t seem to mind 
the work. Mom told Pinky’s 
mother about having Sam as a 
guest, so of course it was all 
over school, and I suffered. 

I knew Sam wasn’t having an 
easy time, but I figured that was 
his problem. Time was slipping 
by and spring was not only 
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around the corner, it was here. 
The Prom was the main topic of 
conversation and the question of 
class picnics had to be settled. 

Pinky Adams got the idea of 
driving out to his uncle’s ranch 
and riding horseback or whatever 
else looked like fun. It sounded 
good to all of us, because his 
uncle had a big spread, windmills 
scattered over the hills, thousands 
of white-faced cattle and a house 
and buildings and corrals in Vis- 
tavision. 

Usually we could count on rain 
or even snow at picnic time, but 
this day was super. Coach took 
us out in one of the school buses, 
and everybody showed, which 
was unusual. Looked like the 
ranch had been a good choice. 

Pinky’s uncle had some of the 
best rodeo stock in the state and 
his riders were going to give us a 
show. He also had a lake stocked 
with fish and boats and every- 
thing. Some of the kids decided 
to go riding, and some decided to 
explore. I sat on the fence and 
watched the men in the corral. 
Six or seven, including Sam, took 
off to look for arrow heads and 
pieces of flint. 

The way they told it later, 
they just happened onto the lake 
and Patsy Weber dared Grace 
Anderson to go rowing with her. 
The girls got one of the boats in 
the water and started out; the 
rest were still searching around 
the lake for arrow heads when 
they heard screams and saw the 
girls in the water and the boat 
upside down. Everyone just stood 
there, too scared to know what to 
do. None of them could swim, at 
least not in that cold, deep water. 

“Go for help!”’ Sam yelled, and 
stripping off his outer clothes he 
hit the water and cut through it 
fast and sure. One of the boys 
took off on high, and Sam went 
about getting those girls out of 
the water as calm as if it were 
an everyday occurrence. 

Patsy had grabbed the boat, 
but Grace was floundering and 
suddenly disappeared. When they 
saw her again, Sam was towing 
her back to the boat and she was 
fighting him off. Realizing he 
couldn’t get the boat righted and 


manage her, too, Sam told Patsy 
to hang on and he'd be right 
back. 

He brought Grace in and the 
kids gave her artificial respira- 
tion, while Sam turned back into 
the cold water after Patsy, turned 
the boat over, boosted her in and 
towed both Patsy and the boat 
back to shore. The girls were 
chilled through. Sam was cold, 
but he had been exercising, so 
he slipped back into his dry 
clothes and seemed to feel as 
good as new. 

Pinky’s aunt came zooming 
over the hills in their station 
wagon and in a matter of min- 
utes she had the whole gang 
back to the ranch house and the 
wet ones in tubs of warm water, 
and into dry clothes. 

Coach was all for taking us 
right back to town, but Pinky’s 
uncle said, ‘‘No.’”’ Kids were kids 
and the men were ready with 
their show. Everyone was ex- 
cited over Sam’s being a hero and 
wanted to know how come he 
was such a superman swimmer. 
Then it came out. 

Sam had lived on the ocean 
all his life, until they moved to 
Oakland; he had literally been 
raised in the water. Both his 
parents taught swimming and 
diving and the family had put on 
exhibitions at all the swim meets. 
Then Mr. Hara had decide to be- 
come a farmer. In Oakland, Sam 
had kept up his swimming in the 
pool, and since there was no place 
to swim around Fancyville, he 
walked to school to keep his leg 
muscles in shape and worked on 
the farm to keep his shoulders 
and arms strong and supple. You 
don’t have to be big to be a good 
swimmer, so he hadn’t gone out 
for football, or basketball or 
track. Instead, he’d belonged to 
the swimming team. 

I guess we’re a typical town 
all right. Everyone forgot Sam 
wasn’t a_ red-headed fighting 
Irishman. We're going to have a 
drive to get a good pool for 
Fancyville so some of us nitwits 
can learn to swim. 

Who’s going to be our swim- 
ming instructor? 

Little old Sam Hara. 
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You Must Be Born Anew 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak wae by the Editor 


Scripture: John 3:1-7, 12-21. 
HERE is a progression in the 
teaching of the Gospel of John 

that is quite noticeable in the 


first three chapters. First, John 
related Jesus to the eternal 
creative processes. We speak of 


Jesus in that stage as the pre- 
existent Christ. 

In the second chapter, John 
is more interested in relating 
Jesus to the history of his own 
people, Israel. He was the ful- 
fillment of the hopes of the peo- 
ple, although many did not 
recognize him as such. In chapter 
three which we are studying to- 
day, the life and work of Jesus 
are related especially to us, to hu- 
man experience. 

Nicodemus was ‘‘a ruler of the 
Jews” and a Pharisee. (Verse 
1.) The Jews had their own reli- 
gious court and the Roman 
government permitted them to 
carry out their own system of 
rewards and punishments in re- 
spect to religious law. Nicode- 
mus must have been a good man 
and an honest one. We should 
notice this fact, especially be- 
cause he was a Pharisee. We 
know how much trouble Jesus had 
with the Pharisees. 

One time, when I had com- 
mented about the evil of the 
Pharisees in these lessons, I had 
a letter from a Jewish friend of 
mine saying that it was unfair 
to speak of these instances as if 
they were typical of the whole 
pharisaical party. He felt that 
this added to the misunderstand- 
ing of the Jews by Christians. 
Of course, he had a point. We 
cannot stop every time we dis- 
cuss a matter to speak of all 
the issues pertaining to it but let 
us remember that there were 
Pharisees like Nicodemus. 

Nicodemus came “by night.” 
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(Verse 2.) I don’t think we need 
to make very much of this fact 
He was a person of importance 
and I suppose he did not feel 
that he should be seen openly 
with Jesus until he knew some- 
thing more about him, at least. 

Nicodemus believed that Jesus 
was a teacher “come from God” 
because of the signs that. Jesus 
had been doing. We spoke of this 
last week, how the signs were an 
outward attraction to people who 
had been taught to believe that 
great prophets could do such 
things. Here is an illustration 
of the good use to which Jesus 
put such activity. 

Nicodemus did not ask a ques- 
tion, he made a statement. Jesus 
replied, in_ kind. Sometimes 


when people ask Jesus questions, 
he replied with a question This 
reply of Jesus has become one 
of the very central facts of the 
Christian religion: “Unless one is 
born anew, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” (Verse 3.) 
This short statement is the 
center of our thought for today. 
The reaction of Nicodemus was 
a normal one, based upon his 
knowledge of physical birth. 
Jesus was talking about the way 
a human being can be born into 
the kingdom of God. It is a 
birth “of the Spirit.” (Verse 6.) 
It is an entirely different kind 
of birth and it is one which may 
last for eternity rather than 
three score years and ten. 
There is an outward act to 
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The Scripture 
John 3:1-7 


o23 
st 
wi 
al 
re 


if 
fi 
4 
E 
2 
$8 
BES 


: 


i 
tf 
es 
aff 


ef 
HI 


ft 

ed 
: 

if 


5 
st 
i e 


i 


syed 
it 
Ba 
j 


1s 
oo have eternal life.” 


believes in 
Fea et havea es 


aves 








2 

3 x a 
yt 
ls 
rl tee 
init, 
S308 5 


te 
i 


E LE 


| 
| 


rf 
1 
Te 


REoETE 


25 


rif 


THE CHRISTIAN 


RPO 


OS Eee Cl CC r— et 


this new birth as well as an inner 
reception. It is a birth ‘‘of water” 
as well as a birth of Spirit. 
(Verse 5.) This obviously refers 
to baptism and is universally 
recognized as such, by _ the 
churches. We might point out 
that some churches do not put 
as much emphasis upon the pur- 
pose of the outward act as they do 
upon the physical acceptance of 
it. I have heard many more ser- 
mons in our churches, for ex- 
ample, about the necessity of 
water baptism than I have about 
the necessity to be born of the 
Spirit. 

We are not led to believe, by 
this text, that the birth of the 
Spirit comes in some automatic 
fashion just because we have ac- 


cepted the outward birth of water. 
Actually, accepting the Holy 
Spirit in one’s life means pre- 
senting one’s whole life, thoughts, 
plans and programs to be tem- 
pered by the Spirit. There can- 
not be two philosophies of life 
in one person; that which is 
flesh, earthly ideals, remains flesh 
while that which is dominated by 
the Holy Spirit becomes spirit- 
ual. 

The gift of his Son to the world 
by God to be lifted up and cru- 
cified, is compared to the mo- 
mentary redemption which Moses 
gave his people in the wilderness 
by lifting up a serpent. (Verse 
14.) There is an interesting con- 
trast between the prophets who 
condemned Israel for her sins and 
the Son who came not to con- 


Meaning for Today 


PIRITUAL rebirth is as es- 
sential for the individual to- 
day as it was for Nicodemus. We 
too must be born anew. The 
person who simply joins the or- 
ganization of the church because 
the people are friendly and it 
seems the thing to do to establish 
a position of respectability in the 
community, will never know the 
full meaning of the Christian 
experience unless at some point 
he is reborn. It takes more to 
make a Christian than good in- 
tentions and individual effort. The 
Holy Spirit must enter our lives 
and make us a new creature. 
Christianity is more than an 
ethical system to which we aspire. 
It is a religion of the spirit. It 
is the spirit of love, trust, for- 
giveness and hope. Paul in 1 
Cor. 13:3 points to the futility of 
action which is not backed by 
the spirit of love—“If I give 
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by John Park Winkler 


away all I have, and if I deliver 
my body to be burned, but have 
not love, I gain nothing.” It is 
possible for us to do the things 
which Christians should be doing 
and yet fail because we do not 
have the spirit of Christ. 
Spiritual rebirth was difficult 
for Nicodemus. He could not 
understand the implications of 
Jesus words. “. . . Unless one is 
born anew, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.” Spiritual re- 
birth is difficult today. There are 
many kinds of spiritual blindness. 
In the business of earning a 
living, caring for a home and 
other activities we deal with 
material things. Our lives are 
in constant contact with tools, 
furniture, property, money and 
many other things. It is easy for 
us to become so involved in the 
material that we lose sight of 
spiritual values and come to be- 


demn but to save. (Verse 17.) 

Light and darkness come into 
the picture again. (Verses 19- 
21.) This ancient philosophy is 
made practical by saying that 
evil men hate light while truth 
seeks the light so that it may 
be seen. 

There is so much more in this 
lesson that could be discussed. 
The memory selection follows 
what is one of the most familiar 
verses in the New Testament and 
explains it further. First, we 
must believe in the Son. Then 
we must be baptized, physically. 
Then there must follow a new 
birth, a birth of Spirit. If these 
three things are accomplished a 
person has placed himself in line 
for the reception of great and 
eternal things. 


lieve that all values are material 
values. 

Even in our religious life we 
may become spiritually blind. 
We may become legalistic and 
literal minded and fail to under- 
stand the spiritual values in our 
religious experience. We may 
become so involved in the laws, 
rites, forms and institutions of 
our religion that the love and 
forgiveness of Christ has no 
place in our hearts. 

This felt need of spiritual re- 
birth is expressed today by 
spiritual life conferences which 
are being held each year by our 
brotherhood. There is a new con- 
cern for worship and prayer as 
a means of capturing the spirit 
which will make us new creatures 
in Christ. 

We make a mistake, however, 
if we try to divide our world 
by a dualistic system of material 
and spiritual. Material things 
have spiritual significance. Money 
and wealth may be so consecrated 
to the work of Christ that it be- 
comes an expression of the love 
of Christ. Spiritual values also 
must have material means of ex- 
pression. For there to be a spirit 
of love there must be two persons 
in the flesh at least one of whom 
is motivated by the spirit of love. 
Love simply as an abstract prin- 
ciple is meaningless. 
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QUESTION: “Do you think the Dec- 
ade of Decision got off the ground 
at the Louisville convention?” 


ANSWER BY: Spencer P. Austin, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of Unified Promo- 
tion. 


HIS question is not easily an- 

swered. It is based upon two 
assumptions which are only partly 
true. First, it assumes that the 
Decade of Decision had not gotten off 
the ground prior to the convention. 
Second, it assumes that the conven- 
tion itself could take actions, pass 
resolutions, or witness events which 
within themselves would constitute 
getting the Decade of Decision under 
way. Neither of these assumptions 
is entirely accurate. 

The program of the Decade of 
Decision is intended to involve in- 
dividuals, local congregations, state 
and area agencies, colleges, semin- 
aries, and national agencies in sig- 
nificant reappraisal of their work, 
and to challenge them to commit- 
ments (decisions) for the decade 
ahead. It is hoped that such deci- 
sions will be made in the light of 
our potential as dedicated Christians, 
congregations, or agencies. Wher- 
ever such reappraisal and dedicated 
projection has already taken place, 
the Decade of Decision has already 
mounted “with wings like eagles.” 

It should be noted that, prior to 
the Louisville convention, most of 
the states had already conducted 
what President Loren Lair described 
to the convention as “the most in- 
tensive every-church visitation ever 
conducted.” These visitations were 
part of a planned process which were 
preceded by intensive agency plan- 
ning, and, it is hoped, will be fol- 
lowed by intensive congregational 
reappraisal, rededication, and cre- 
ative projection. In the process, in- 
dividuals are already finding a deeper 


commitment to Christ and new 
dimensions in their Christian in- 
volvement. 

Nevertheless, the International 


Convention did give real emphasis 
to the Decade of Decision. In many 


Please address all questions to 
The Editor, “The Christian,’ Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Mo. We will for- 
ward them to the one most likely to 
know the answer. 
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WE'VE BEEN ASKED 


Where the agency heads answer your thoughtful questions on any 


aspect of their work. 


congregations it may well have pro- 
vided the nudge to begin. Those 
which have already started were 
encouraged to continue. And in the 
experience of some of the agencies 
also it may have stimulated process- 
es which will bind us closer together 
during the decade. 

The keynote address by Mr. Lair 
was a clear-cut call to decision. 
His message stressed motivation and 
basic principles as well as program. 
The Bible lectures of Professor S. 
Marion Smith provided scriptural 
orientation and _ illustrated con- 
temporary church problems with the 
struggles of the New Testament 
church. 

The reports of the agencies in- 
dicated that most, if not all of them, 
had given earnest thought to the 
decade ahead. As their reports were 
considered by the Committee on 
Recommendations and by the as- 
sembly, they were given hearty en- 
dorsement. Not once was there a 
serious challenge to the projections 
being made. In each case the en- 
dorsement of the convention was an 
encouragement to the program of 
the Decade of Decision. 

The convention voted to make the 
same kind of reappraisal of its own 
work as is being asked of individuals 
and congregations. It authorized 
the appointment of a Commission 


on Restructure which will seek to 
discover procedures for providing 
more responsible relationships be- 
tween the churches, the agencies, 
and the various district, state, and 
national conventions. This was a 
studied and deliberate commitment 
to discover, if possible, ways in 
which autonomous’ congregations 
can also become responsible units 
of obedience to the will of God; and 
to discover how the agencies which 
they create, including the convention 
itself, can more adequately serve 
toward that end. 

The greatest impact of the Louis- 
ville convention in behalf of the 
Decade of Decision was its spirit of 
togetherness. The “feeding of the 
5,000” at the United Society lunch- 
eon, the 13,400 at the communion 
service, the lively interest in the 
business sessions, the largest regis- 
tration since the present Inter- 
national Convention was organized, 
all attested to a spirit of brother- 
hood. There was an evident ap- 
preciation for the past, a sense of 
involvement in the present, and a 
reflected confidence in the future. 

Probably the spirit of the con- 
vention indicated that the Decade 
of Decision program was already 
getting off the ground. The good, 
solid boost of the proceedings at 
Louisville should speed up the proc- 
ess. 


THOU ART HERE 


O Lord God, Thou art here! 
Have I come here where Thou art found 


From habit or by duty bound? 


No, may I ever humbly seek 


To feel Thy presence, hear Thee speak. 


The chancel flowers are from Thy hand; 
This building at Thy will does stand; 
The music strikes responding chords 

On waiting hearts, like sounding boards; 
My fellow men and I draw near 
Because we know that Thou art here. 


Thy servant in the pulpit stands 

And feels our prayers like helping hands. 
Permit his words to speak Thy will 

And let our souls be yielded, still. 


Then, as we leave this hallowed spot 
To meet our daily, worldly lot, 
Within our hearts Thy Spirit dwell 
That each of us may serve Thee well, 
For we have met Thee here. 


—Phoebe Marie Waters. 
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Robert G. Nelson Reports 
On the Church in Africa 


"Of These Things 
| Am Sure’ 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Robert G. Nel- 
son, executive secretary of the De- 
partment of Africa, United Christian 
Missionary Society, returned here 
recently from a trip to the Congo 
and reported concerning the situation 
there. 

New Responsibility 


His report was highlighted with a 
list “of these things I am sure: 


“1. The return of missionaries to 
Congo at this particular time was 
of vital importance. 


“2. The desire to enter into real 
partnership in the building of the 
church in Congo is strengthening 
both missionaries and Congolese. 


“3. The church in Congo is begin- 
ning to feel a new sense of re- 
sponsibility in its own autonomy in 
the midst of national crisis. 

“4. The need of missionary sup- 
port, both in funds and personnel, 
will be a continuing call upon the 
older churches for some time to 
come. 


“5. The physical suffering of the 
people will require our assistance 
in greater proportion. 


“6. Our dependence upon prayer 
in our kinship as fellow Christians 
in the body of Christ must outweigh 
our relative complacency during the 
past days of opportunity for Chris- 
tian witness in the Congo.” 


Africa Fund Report 


Political and economic problems 
continue to plague the Congo. Some 
can be solved only on a long-range 
basis. Meantime, many church mem- 
bers are jobless, and church con- 
tributions are very low. These fac- 
tors, added to other reasons, make it 
vitally important that the $500,000 
Africa emergency fund be fully sub- 
scribed. 


The latest reports available show 
that the total giving to the Africa 
emergency fund has been $264,680.- 
01. The amount contributed from 
overseas mission churches is $1,299.- 
15 and $7,522.29 has been contrib- 
uted by missionaries from their 
own personal income. The Toul 
Protestant Women of Chapel, Toul, 
France, contributed $315.60. This 
is an organization of wives of United 
States Air Force personnel. 


JANUARY 8, 196] 


Evangelistic Mission 
Planned for Jamaica 


It is the hope of the Christian 
Churches of Jamaica that their mem- 
bership will be doubled during the 
next five years through an intensive 
evangelism campaign on that island. 

Eleven ministers from the United 
States will give initial guidance to 
this campaign by serving two weeks 
in Jamaican churches, during Jan- 
uary and February. 

The first week will be devoted to 
working closely with the local min- 
ister in calling, visitation and prayer 
services. 

During the second week, the visit- 
ing minister will do evangelistic 
preaching, beginning with the Sun- 
day morning service, and continuing 
each night through the week, except 
Saturday, giving his concluding mes- 
sage on the following Sunday morn- 
ing. 

Participating in this evangelistic 
mission to Jamaica are John Barclay, 
Central Church, Austin, Texas; 
Rhodes Thompson, Jr., First Church, 
Daytona Beach, Fla.; W. E. Schleif- 
farth, First Church, Brookfield, Mo.; 
Amos Myers, First Church, Ada, 
Okla.; Keith Hutchings, Crescent Hill, 
Louisville, Ky.; Benton Roy Hanan, 
First Church, Lawrence, Kan.; C. W. 
Hautzenrader, First Church, St. Paul, 
Minn.; Brace E. Johnson, First 
Church, Sterling, Il.; Howard John- 
son, East Side Church, Denver, Colo.; 
Thomas Griffin, national director, de- 
partment of Christian action and 
community service, and _ Albert 
Hofrichter, department of men’s 
work, both of the United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

Joseph S. Whitmer, missionary to 
Jamaica under the auspices of The 
United Society, is directing the cam- 
paign there and Mrs. Mae Yoho 
Ward, executive secretary of the 
department of Latin America, and 
Donald M. Salmon, executive sec- 
retary of the department of evan- 
gelism, are responsible for arrange- 
ments in the states. 

Mr. Whitmer is minister of the 
Duke Street Christian Church in 
Kingston which has the largest con- 
gregation on the island. In one of 
his letters, Mr. Whitmer wrote, “I 
am overjoyed with the acceptance 
of the American churches of this 
mission in sharing with our Jamai- 
cans.” 

He pointed out that sound equip- 
ment will be used, on vacant lots 
and at crossroads, to advertise the 
meetings in the rural areas. 


World Convention President 
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FLORENTINO SANTANA, president 
of the World Convention of Churches 
of Christ (Disciples), will preside at 
the first meeting of the convention’s 
executive committee which will be 


held Jan. 19 in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Mr. Santana, who was elected at the 
Edinburgh meeting last summer of 
the World Convention, is minister of 
the Comerio church in Bayamon, 
Puerto Rico. 


Paul Campbell Named 
Development Director 


Fort WorTH, TEXxAS—Paul Camp- 
bell was named director of develop- 
ment for the Texas Christian Mis- 
sionary Convention (Negro) recently 
as the convention launched a cam- 
paign to finance new programs in 
church’ establishment, ministerial 
recruitment and training, and urban 
work. 

His appointment was announced 
by M. C. Dickson, convention presi- 
dent and minister of Forest Avenue 
Church in Dallas. 

Campbell, a Christian church min- 
ister, has served on the development 
staffs of Texas Christian University, 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and 
the Knights of Pythias of Texas. 

Dickson said the -Negro conven- 
tion’s director of development will 
seek contributions from individuals, 
corporations and foundations. 

Aim of the fund-raising effort is to 
underwrite a series of programs 
planned to improve the Disciples’ 
ministry to big Negro populations in 
urban centers across the state. 
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Brotherhood News 
This Week's Chain 
Of Prayer Churches 


The following Christian Churches 
are participating this week in the 
Chain of Prayer, a round-the-clock 
prayer vigil, sponsored by The De- 
partment of Evangelism, The United 
Christina Missionary Society: 


January 8— 


Christian Church, Campbellsburg, 
Ind., Carl C. Cole, minister. 


January 9— 


Chandlerville Church, Chandler- 
ville, Ill., Dale J. DeLong, minister. 

Hodgenville Church, Hodgenville, 
Ky., James M. Johnson, minister. 


January 10— 


United Christian and _ Baptist 
Church, Kalona, Iowa, Wm. McDer- 
met, Jr., minister. 

First Church, Beaumont, 
Frank E. Wodell, minister. 

First Church, Honolulu, Hawaii, 
George A. Jacobs, minister. 

First Church, Forest Grove, Ore., 
Elby Boosinger, minister. 


Calif., 


January 11— 

First Church, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., Warren M. Hile, minister. 

First Church, Maywood, IIl., K. E. 
Munson, minister. 

First Church, Durant, 
Charles M. Bretz, minister. 


January 12— 


Shreve Church, Shreve, 
Amos S. Cobbey, minister. 


January 13— 


Pleasant Hill Church, Bogard, Mo., 
Ted Chrystie, minister. 
January 14— 

First Church, Olympia, 
Teddy E. Turner, minister. 

St. Nicholas Park Church, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., William Travis, minister. 

Peninsulas Church, Tampa, Fla., 
Richard Roland, minister. 

Raytown Church, Raytown, 
Paul Ehly, minister. 


BCE Elects Directors 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The election 
of six directors to the Board of 
Church Extension has been an- 
nounced by William T. Pearcy, presi- 
dent of the board. Elected to first 
terms were Dan C. Kenner, minis- 
ter, First Church, Little Rock, Ark.; 
J. Wilfred Walker, minister, First 
Church, Guthrie, Okla., and Dr. R. B. 
Mershon, Fairhope, Ala. Re-elected 
to three-year terms were Harry M. 
Davis, minister, First Church, Hop- 
kinsville, Ky., Charles E. Mullin, Jr., 
A.LA., architect, Kansas City, Kan., 
and Clyde S. Mingledorff, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


Okla., 


Ohio, 


Wash., 


Mo., 
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Associate Editor Is 
Visitor to Israel as 


Guest of Government 


St. Louis—James M. Flanagan, 
associate editor of THE CHRISTIAN, 
recently returned from a visit to 
Israel as a guest of the Israeli 
government. 

One of the first religious journal- 
ists to be invited under a program 
whereby various journalists are 
given tours of the country, Mr. 
Flanagan returned Dec. 16. 

In Israel he was in Tel Aviv, Ber- 
sheba, Sodom, Cana, Nazareth, 
Capernaum, Ashkelon, Jerusalem and 
other places of Biblical importance. 

Among those with whom Mr. 
Flanagan visited were Dr. Chaim 
Wardi, counselor on Christian af- 
fairs for the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs, Jerusalem, and Arye Pyetan, 
chief of the Government Press Of- 
fice. 

A Christian journalist by vocation, 
Mr. Flanagan has been on THE 
CHRISTIAN staff for ten years. 


Evangelism Program 


For Summer Months 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—New service 
programs for Christian churches 
have been announced by Medford 
Jones, evangelist, who makes his 
home here. These services are for 
the months May through Septem- 
ber, and are in addition to his 
“Festival of Faith Crusades” in 
evangelism which he customizes to 
the church’s need. 

The new “Total Mobilization 
Crusades” are aimed at revitalizing 
and integrating the church member 
into fruitful discipleship. The cru- 
sade can be for the whole member- 
ship or for men only. It may climax 
either in evangelistic or stewardship 
emphasis and with every member 
canvass option. Three to six months 
are involved with conservation fol- 
low-up emphasis. 


Begins 20th Year 


CorPus CHRISTI, TEXAS.—W. Oliver 
Harrison began his twentieth year 
as minister of First Christian Church 
here last month. During this min- 
istry the membership at First Church 
has more than doubled and four 
additional churches have been 
established. Previous to coming here 
Mr. Harrison was minister of the 
Christian Church in Pecos, Texas. 








Robert L. Bell 
To Christian Board 





Robert L. Bell 


Robert L. Bell has been named 
Director of Curriculum and Pro- 
gram Sales for the Christian Board 
of Publication according to an an- 
nouncement by Wilbur H. Cramblet, 
president of the board. 

Mr. Bell is closing his eighth year 
as minister of First Christian 
Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

A graduate of Phillips University 
and The Graduate Seminary, Enid, 
Okla., other pastorates where he has 
served include First Church, Tahle- 
quah, Okla. and Walnut Street 
Church, Springfield, Mo. 

Robert Bell is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George O. Bell, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., where his father is minister 
of Capitol Hill Christian Church. 
Mrs. Robert Bell is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Berry, Anadarko, 
Okla., where Mr. Berry is minister of 
First Christian Church. 


Heads Ministers Group 
In National City Area 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Paul D. Bur- 
ton, minister of the Minnesota 
Avenue Christian Church here, was 
elected president of the Washington 
Disciples of Christ Ministers’ Associa- 
tion at its regular meeting held last 
month here at National City Chris- 
tian Church. 

Others elected included: Kenneth 
Hoover, minister of the Bethesda 
Christian Church, vice-president; and 
Franklin Hall, minister of the Gar- 
field Memorial Christian Church, 
McLean, Va., secretary-treasurer. 

The retiring president of the as- 
sociation, Marion Brinson, of Mount 
Rainier Christian Church, presided. 
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THIS NEW PARSONAGE was recently erected by First 

Christian Church, Rogers, Ark. The building has three 

bedrooms, living room, family room, kitchen, large 

storage room, a study, two full baths and enclosed 

garage. Paul Wallace is pastor of the church.—Lester 
Bickford. 





CHRISTIAN LITERATURE WEEK was observed at First 


Christian Church, Floydada, Texas. Theme for the 
observance was “Making a family bookshelf of good 
books.” Four of the 12 children who presented the pro- 
gram for the occasion are pictured (standing from 
left): Rande Lu Brown and Johnny Farris; (kneeling 
from left): Brent Fullerton and Miles Davis. 


EDWARD N. MILLER, organist at First Christian 
Church, Peoria, Ill., since 1900, was honored at a Recog- 
nition Banquet at the church, Oct. 29. An original 
program depicted Mr. Miller’s 60 years’ service at the 
organ. A console model television set was presented 
to Mr. and Mrs. Miller from their many friends. During 
the morning worship service the following day, a scroll 
of appreciation was presented by the chairman of the 
trustees. Shown with Mr. Miller (from left) are: 
Clyde M. West, chairman, trustees; William R. Presnell, 
chairman, recognition committee; and Ralph E. Ben- 
nett, pastor. 







Cig! 


Sea as. 


MORTGAGE BURNING CEREMONY was held Nov. 6 at 
First Christian Church, Burlington, Colo., to celebrate 
the final payment on the $20,000 indebtedness the 
church assumed when the congregation erected its 
new building about seven years ago. Pictured (from 
left) are: Marvin Gilbert, board chairman; Mrs. Ray 
Schlosser, CWF president; Frank Witzel, CMF president; 
Herbert Dillon, board of trustees chairman; C. Wendell 
Tolle, minister; Winchell Colglazier (hidden), church 
school superintendent; and Lloyd Billington, building 
committee chairman when the church was erected. 
To the right in the picture is W. L. Fisher, Lubbock, 
Texas, who was board chairman during the construc- 
tion of the new building. 
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Brotherhood News 


Report on 
The Congo 


What is happening among the 
Christians, the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) and the mis- 
sion schools and hospitals of the 
“new” Congo? 

Of course, it is too early to tell. 
Yet some trends have been observed 
and relayed to America by mission 
personnel and Congolese in the 
Congo, including the following: 


Churches and Evangelism 


Attendance of Congolese members 
at Christian Churches (Disciples) in 
the Congo remained high or above 
previous averages during the 1960 
emergency period. The churches 
were filled for services in Coquil- 
hatville and Bolenge. 

In the ‘ehurches of the villages 
of the forest the crowds have been 
somewhat larger than usual. This 
was believed to be due in part to 
the fact that some people from the 
metropolitan areas had returned to 
their original villages because of 
the scarcity of food or fear of pos- 
sible violence when outside their 
own tribal areas. 

Paul Mbenga, legal representative 
of the Congo Christian Church, told 
of the regular meetings of the Bo- 
lenge evangelism committee. He 
serves as the secretary or recorder 
for this district evangelism pro- 





—Photo by Ben C. Hobgood 


NEW EMPHASIS on stewardship and 

the indigenous nature of the Congo 

churches is illustrated at the Co- 

quilhatville church. Shown is the 

monthly “walk-around” offering 
there. 


22 (54) 


area poses here for a picture. 








—Photo by Ben C. Hobgood 
A GROUP of the best-trained church leaders in the Coquilhatville-Bolenge 


Included are the Coq and Bolenge pas- 


tors, rural area evangelists and some recent graduates of Congo Christian 
Institute. 


gram. 

Funds for paying ministers who 
travel from village church to vil- 
lage church for evangelistic work 
and for training and developing vil- 
lage pastors was restricted, even 
reduced, because of the emergency. 
So the committee reduced the num- 
ber of “sub-districts” in the vast 
area around Bolenge station. Thus 
the meager pay of some of these 
district evangelists had to be cut 
off. Those who continued had to 
carry a larger number of churches 
in their “circuit” (or newly en- 
larged ‘“sub-district’”). It meant 
longer trips and less time at home, 
but they have determined to work 
harder and keep going. 

Congolese ministers continue to 
train new candidates for baptism 
and to baptize those who show un- 
derstanding of the basic beliefs in 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 


Education 
Congo Christian Institute (for 
training primary and_ secondary 


school teachers and for preparing 
students to enter university work) 
is open. It was late in getting 
started in the fall of 1960. There 
was a Shortage of qualified Congo- 
lese instructors. Missionary in- 
structors were delayed in getting 
back to the field because of the 
uncertain conditions in Congo and 
around the world. The Preachers’ 
School at Bolenge opened about on 
schedule. 

Mission funds for education were 
designated largely for this type of 
education (the secondary and higher 
sections). Enrollments were some- 
what lower than the previous year. 
There were lots of prospective stu- 
dents, but not enough teachers. 

Primary schools (founded in the 


villages by missionaries) were all 
in operation under Congolese lead- 
ership entirely. Many teachers 
were operating without pay from 
the mission or the churches ‘in the 
belief that they might obtain prom- 
ised government support or help. 
Meantime, parents of the boys were 
providing the teachers with food 
from their gardens. 


Medicine 

The mission hospital at Lotumbe 
continued in operation, though on 
a somewhat reduced basis. Wema 
and Boende mission area patients 
were served at various times by 
three Disciple mission physicians at 
the government hospital at Boende. 

In some mission points, Congolese 
nurses provided dispensary service 
of first aid and treatment of minor 
ailments. Stocks of medical sup- 
plies were used up during July, 
August and part of September, But 
mission leaders successfully at- 
tempted to tap emergency medical 
supply sources and get some regu- 
lar shipments through from drug 
concerns. As more and more mis- 
sion personnel were returned, hos- 
pital services were being restored. 
A small amount of money was pro- 
vided by the Congo government 
toward the pay of .Congolese nurses 
and hospital assistants. The future 
of medical work is unknown. 

The pioneer missionaries had to 
undertake many _ difficult tasks; 
these they have done with surpris- 
ing skill and strength. Now there 
is a new day with new challenges 
and new opportunities. Though the 
message is the same, the new day 
will require more, rather than less, 
in skilled and dedicated personnel 
along with money and adequate 
facilities. 
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News Capsules 


WK MASON CITY, ILL.—Medford Jones, evan- 
gelist from Indianapolis, Ind., recently com- 
pleted a Festival of Faith Crusade in evan- 
gelism and membership revitalization here at 
First Christian Church. 


Bh ATHENS, GA.—First Christian Church here 
held its annual homecoming on Dec. 11. 
Guest minister for the morning worship serv- 
ices that ddy was Elmer N. Anthony of 
High Shoals, Ga. 


WK CHARLOTTE, N. C.—E. B. Quick, retired 
Christian church minister of this city, observed 
his 57th anniversary as a minister on Nov. 7. 
He preaches regularly for the Wayside Chris- 
tian Church in the Buffalo Shoals community 
near Lincolnton and the Gastonia Christian 
church. Although nearly 80 years of age, Mr. 
Quick holds services each Sunday morning 
at both churches. Mr. Quick also attended 
the International Convention in Louisville. 


5K MORANSBURG, KY.—Dedication services 
were held here Oct. 16 at the Lawrence 
Creek Christian Church. The congregation 
had recently completed extensive remodeling 
of its present building erected in 1851. New 
equipment added included an organ and 
piano. Jamies A. Moak, general secretary 
of the Kentucky Christian Missionary Society, 
was the speaker for the day. Dr. Gilbert 
H. Fern is pastor of the church. 


0K LEBANON, MO.—A revival was held here 
at First Christian Church, Nov. 6-11, with 
Richard Person, minister of First Christian 
Church, Dexter, Mo., as the evangelist. Pat 
Sutter, minister of South Joplin Christian 
Church, Joplin, Mo., was the song leader. 
Ernest Marsh, pastor of the church here, 
reports that there were 26 additions to the 
church, 22 coming by primary obedience. 


BK HARRISBURG, PA.—Paul A. Remick, min- 
ister of First Christian Church, Lemoyne, Pa., 
was elected the new chairman of the 
Pennsylvania State Pastors’ Conference. He 
was elected at the annual meeting held here 
recently which was attended by over 500 


ministers. The tenth annual meeting of the 
conference will also be held here in the 
fall of 1961. 


KK MARION, ILL.—On Sept. 25, First Christian 
Church here held a forum on the subject 
of, ‘‘A Christian's Responsibility in Politics."’ 
Forum leaders were: Mrs. Ida Stuart, Mrs. 
Harold Sturgeon, Robert Butler, F. D. Morgan. 
Wayne Sheeks, minister of the church, served 
as moderator. 


WABAY CITY TEX.—Evangelist Lelan Akins, 
Tulsa, Okla., held an evangelistic crusade 
here at First Christian Church recently. As a 
result of the meeting eight new members were 
added to the church. A School of Victorious 
Living was held each evening prior to the 
preaching service. Thomas A. Plumbley, Minis- 
ter, reported that Mr. Akins ‘‘helped the 
church to see ways of using familiar evange- 
listic techniques in assisting persons to know 
Jesus Christ and then become members of the 
church." 


JANUARY 8, 1961 


WINTER I$ BITTER 


THOUSANDS of ORPHANS are HOMELESS and HUNGRY 
Will You Sponsor One or More for Only Pennies a Day? 








1M KOREA 





Select your orphan from the pictures above and bring 
your child comfort, joy and a sense of being wanted 


You will reap a blessing from your action. 


is not free in Korea. 
sponsor with you—only $4 each monthly? 


The darling little girl designated H-1 is Jo Min Ja, which 
She was a foundling and was 
picked up by the police who cared for her until she was 
Like all the other orphans pictured, she 


means “a smart child.” 


received by us. 


For only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you can care com- 
pletely for a boy or girl, including school tuition which 
Why not ask a friend to be a co- 


is longing for a loving foster ‘Mommie and Daddy” — 
individuals or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Youth 


Group, Ladies’ Society, etc. 


Rescue Orphans from Rags and Starvation 


You can make it possible for homeless, unloved youngsters to know Christian love and care, 


shelter, food, clothing and education. 
homeless beggar on the streets. 
as his Lord and Saviour. 


A boy in one of our 71 Christian orphanages was a 
Now he has a Christian home and is coming to know Christ 
Who knows but that he may grow up to be, under loving sponsorship, 


a Christian leader in Korea? Hundreds of new sponsors are needed so that we can care for 
many more and bring them also saving knowledge of Christ. 


The ESEA is caring for 
over 6000 orphans, chil- 
dren of lepers and war 
widows. Over 6 million 
meals are served each year. 
Many more children are in 
desperate need, homeless 
ragged and hungry. Help 
us expand our 71 Homes. 
Each one is a real Chris- 
tian institution. All Staff 
and Board members are ear- 
nest Bible-believing Chris- 
tians. Will you help so 
that we may take many 
more children off the streets 


and into our Homes? 
Sponsors are THRILLED 
with this relationship. 


Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. CT-1 Chicago 31, Illinois 


(CO YES, | want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number ...... 
If this child has already been ‘‘adopted,"” 1 agree to support another whom 
you will select. With God’s help | will send $8 a month to your office. 
Please let me have my child's name, picture, address and story. | under- 
stand | may continue as long as | wish. Enclosed is support for () first 
month, () full year. SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 


(0 1 cannot ‘adopt’ a child but want to help by giving $..............46. 
( Please send me further information. 


ND bata cde cind hse agnntaneengss nina gs sthccekaqecadausscetenances 
ROM oo 0c cients 6c cceides ccewatacs couasee ces ce dnee deqanasbatandess 
GR occ clecccccctetedsctcewencgeatenes Bas TAR. cbs ccces 
Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are income tax 
deductible. 


The Everett Swanson Evangelistic Association, Inc. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. CT-1, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 
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Transylvania Dedicated 
New Buildings on Dec. 11 


LEXINGTON, K Y.— Transylvania 
College dedicated its two newest 
buildings, the William M. Haupt 
Humanities Building and Hazelrigg 
Hall, a new dormitory for men, on 
Dec. 11. 


The dedication ceremonies were 
held in Morrison Chapel on the col- 
lege campus here. 


Douglas Gay, president of Tran- 
sylvania’s Board of Curators, pre- 
sided over the dedication cere- 
monies. Dr. Irvin E. Lunger, presi- 
dent of Transylvania College, in- 
troduced the honored guests and 
made a statement of appreciation 
during the program. The dedica- 
tory address was given by Dr. L. A. 
Brown, dean of the college. 

Mrs. William M. Haupt of Ver- 
sailles and New York and Dyke 
Laudeman Hazelrigg of Frankfort 
presented the keys of the new build- 
ings to Mr. Gay following Dr. 
Brown’s address. 


The William M. Haupt Humani- 
ties Building was made possible by 
generous gifts arranged by Mrs. 
William M. Haupt in memory of 
her husband. Mr. Haupt was a 
member of the Transylvania Board 
of Curators and a devoted friend 
of the college. 


The $415,000 Haupt Building pro- 
vides offices for 15 faculty members, 
15 classrooms, a modern language 
laboratory, space for the housing of 
the historic medical museum and 
the old medical library, plus con- 
ference rooms, seminar rooms, wait- 
ing rooms, storage and work areas. 


The $325,000 Hazelrigg Hall was 
dedicated in tribute to Dyke Laude- 
man Hazelrigg and in memory of his 
father, James Hervey Hazelrigg. Dyke 
Hazelrigg, a member of the Tran- 
sylvania Class of 1901, has served 
as a member of Transylvania’s 
Board of Curators since 1917, and 
was president of the board from 
1942 to 1958. He is now President 
Emeritus of the Board of Curators. 


James Hervey Hazelrigg was a 
member of the Transylvania Class 
of 1871, and served as a member 
of the Board of Curators from 1884 
to 1916. Together the two men 
have contributed more than 75 
years of service to the college. 


Hazelrigg Hall will provide hous- 
ing for 106 students. The modern 
fireproof building has built-in ward- 
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robes, cabinets and desks. There is 
a large recreational area on the 
ground level for the students and 
an apartment for the resident di- 
rector of the dormitory. 


Milligan College Voted 
Full Membership in SAC 


MILLIGAN COLLEGE, TENN .—An- 
nouncement was made recently that 
Milligan College has been voted full 
membership into the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools at the association’s annual 
meeting held the first of December 
in Memphis, Tenn, 

President Dean E. Walker, Dean 
Guy Oakes and Executive Secretary 
Ray E. Stahl, all of the college 
here, attended the meeting of the 
accrediting agency. 

The announcement came upon 
the close of the successful financial 
campaign in the tri-cities area of 
eastern Tennessee where more than 
$165,000 was raised. 


Hastings’ Library Given 
To Phillips University 


ENID, OKLA.—The entire library 
of the late J. Warren Hastings has 
been given to Phillips University by 
Mrs. Hastings. Dr. Hastings min- 
istered to the National City Chris- 
tian Church, Washington, D. C., 
from 1942 until his death last April. 





We invite all who are interested in explor- 
ing the real Europe, in becoming familiar 
with the peoples and customs, with the 
Christian way of life of the Continent, and 
in travelling intelligently, at a cost that makes 
sense—to join our annual 48-day 


EUROPEAN 
STUDY TOUR 
$1,188 


Sail from New York July 14 on the magnifi- 
cent s/s NIEUW AMSTERDAM and_ tour 
England, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland and France in the door-to- 
door comfort of a privately chartered arm- 
chair Pullman motor coach (Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway optional at small added cost); 
stop at excellent hotels, sample delicious 
foods, enjoy a wonderful vacation with 
friends, old and new. 

For fully illustrated brochure write now to 
Professor Earl D. McKenzie 
BETHANY COLLEGE 
(Founded by Alexander Campbell) 
BETHANY, West Virginia 


Missouri CWF Gives 
$1,800 to C. S. College 


CANTON, Mo.—A gift of $1,800 
from the Missouri Christian Wom- 
en’s Fellowship to Culver-Stockton 
College will be used for church 
vocation scholarships during the 
coming year, it has been announced 
by Dr. Fred MHelsabeck, college 
president. 

This gift was from funds avail- 
able after the three Christian Wom- 
en’s Fellowship retreats held here 
on the Culver-Stockton campus dur- 
ing the past three summers. 


Tour 
TO EGYPT AND THE HOLY LAND 
30 Days 
Departure: July 23, 1961 


Visit: Cairo, Luxor, Beirut, Balbek, Damascus, 
erash, Ammon, Jericho ‘Jerusalem, a 
"em Tel Aviv, Haifa, N Nazare 

See also: Athens, Rome, Paris. 


VIA AIR FRANCE 
Inclusive cost from New York to New York 


$1498.00 
For detailed brochure write to 


DR. E. ROBERT ANDRY (Tour Conductor) 
Butler ore Indianapolis 7 


GRUENINGER TOURS State Teachers Bldg. 
150 W. Market Street 
Indianapolis, 


Questions God 
Asked a 
Disciples Minister 


Through study of his Bible, 
Hunter Beckelhymer, minister of 
the Disciples college and com- 
munity church in Hiram, Ohio, 
realized that the questions God 
asked of man ages ago must be 
answered by all men today. 


In his new book, Questions 
God Asks, Dr. Beckelhymer 


brings 13 of these questions into 
modern focus. 

Some of the questions are: 
How Can I Give You Up? 
CHos. 11:8-9), Have You Be- 


lieved Because You Have Seen? 
(John 20:24-29), Where Are 
You? (Gen. 3:8-9), What Are 
You Doing Here? (I Kings 19: 
9-10), Was It Not Necessary 
That the Christ Should Suffer? 
(Luke 24:25-27), Should Not I 
Pity Nineveh? (Jonah 4:10-11), 
Do You Love Me? (John 21: 
15-16). 
Today, get 
GOD ASKS, 
bookstore. 


cAbin edon “Press 


Publisher of 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 


QUESTIONS 
$2.50 at your 
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—Disciple Artists 
(Cont. from page 10.) 


Milton Frenzel, St. Louis, Meo., an oil —_ 
based on Vachel Lindsay’s poem ‘‘Abraham 
Walks at ae 


E. Roger member the Downey Avenue 
Christian Gea + an Ind., water color. 


Winfred Ermest Garrison, member of the First 
ge Church, Houston, ‘Texas, sculpture, low re- 
ief, clay. 


Clayton Gooden, minister of the Creighton Avenue 
Christian Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., photographs. 


Gene Graham, member of Woodmont Christian 
Church, Nashville, Tenn., ink and wash. 


J. Tom Griscom, Jr., member of Woodmont 
Christian Church, Nashville, Tenn., oil. 


Mrs. Juliet McLean Houston, member of the Don- 
elson Christian Church, Nashville, Tenn., pastel. 


Mrs. Willis R. Jones, member of the Vine Street 
Christian Church, Nashville, Tenn., sculpture, clay. 


Vachel Lindsay, d. 1931, member of the First 
Christian Church, Springfield, U1., ink sketch. 


Mrs. Harold Lunger, member of the University 
Christian Church, Fort Worth, Texas, water color. 


Raymond F. McLain, Cairo, Egypt, member of Park 
Avenue Christian Church, New York, N. Y., President, 
American os Cairo, water color. 


Riley B. Montgomery, member of = Central Chris- 
tian Church, Lexington, Ky., water color. 


Riley B. Montgomery, Jr., Charlotteville, Va., 
“ae color. 


Roger G. Nooe, — of the Christian 
cnc Fort Myers, Fla., ceramic. 


G. Oliphant, member of Vine Street Christian 
church, Nashville, Tenn., oil. 


Mrs. Julia Pruitt, resident of the Kennedy Memorial 
Home, Martinsville, Ind., oil. 


Miss Mary Margaret Renner, member of the Heights 
Christian Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, oil. 


Mrs. Richard R. Renner, member of Heights Chris- 
“ — Cleveland Heights, Ohio, wash drawing. 


in Sheets, member of the Nashville Christian 
cre, Nasi Ind., oll. 


Robert Shofner, member of Vine Street 
christian co "Nashville, Tenn., water color, 


Richard Theibert, dean of men, Chapman College, 
= nae ogg and ink sketch. 


Vv. member of Third Christian Church, 
eden “i, water color. 


Arthur Frank Wickes, d. 1958, member of 
Fleming Garden Christian Church, Indianapolis, inde 
architectural drawing. 


David Williams, member of Central Woodward 
- Church, Detroit, Mich., architectural draw- 

The next exhibit planned by the 
Society will feature the two dis- 
tinguished Nashville artists whose 
work in the construction of the 
Thomas W. Phillips Memorial has 
contributed so greatly to its beauty. 
These are, Gus Baker, who did the 
painting and execution of the 
stained glass windows, and Puryear 
Mims, who did the cenotaph and 
the stone plaques for the building. 

Both of these distinguished artists 
have been honored recently in their 
home city. Gus Baker was honored 
as Nashville’s Artist of the Year. 
This distinction brought with it a 
one-man show of his work in the 
Parthenon, Nashville’s famous art 
museum. Mr. Baker currently is 
an instructor in art for the Nash- 
ville branch of the University of 
Tennessee. His paintings hang in 
the Dallas museum and at Southern 
Methodist University, as well as in 
many private collections. The 
stained glass windows in the Phillips 
Memorial Building of the Historical 
Society speak eloquently of his skill 
in this medium. 


Puryear Mims, artist-in-residence 
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by Kelly O’Neall 


Denver, Colorado 


WERE TRYING, 
BROTHER CHISM 


If with joy your church is ringing, 
all the congregation singing 
With one daily theme of love to 
God and man 
Join the chorus with the others, 
they are all your sisters, brothers, 
Fellowship of Christian friends 
is Heaven’s plan. 


Once there was a man named Chism: 
his one theme was criticism. 
Everybody in the place had felt 
his sting. 
First he’d lay it on the preacher, 
then the deacon or the teacher; 
He could kill more love than 
Christ, Himself, could bring. 


We're not angels—I’ ll admit it— 
though we're trying hard to fit it, 
And we really hope someday to make 

the grade, 
But we're better, that’s for certain 
when old Chism keeps his shirt in, 
If he’d close his trap then we 
would have it made. 





Books Received 
= —_ a By J. D. Graber. Herald 


po Ano HUMAN CONFLICT. By Henry A. Fast. 
Herald 209 pages. $3.75. 


THE ae eee oF OF GAMES. Richard Kraus. 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. wi can $3.95. 
UNCONQUERABLE ee By Reuben K. 
Youngdahi. The Augustana Press. 258 pages. $3. 
THE VOCABULARY OF THE CHURCH. Edited 
Richard C. White. The Macmillan Company. i 
pages. $3.50. 


MY seen. = Billy Graham. Doubleday and 
Company, Inc. $3.50. 


BEHOLD THE MAN! ry Walter Pope Binns. Broad- 
man Press. 128 pages. $2.50. 


and lecturer in fine arts at Vander- 
bilt University, was honored by the 
Parthenon gallery with a _ special 
exhibit of his sculpture from Nov. 
5 to Nov. 20. 

Disciples of Christ are increas- 
ingly becoming conscious of the 
great distinction that these two men 
have brought to the brotherhood 
through their work in the Phillips 
Memorial Building. 
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With this issue this column is ap- 


pearing in a new format. We will 
try to deal with such questions as 
are commonly brought to a pastor; 
we will try to interpret the work of 
the minister; at times we will dis- 
cuss the relationship of psychology 
and religion; we will bring brief 
statements of insight found in 
Scripture, as well as occasional case 
studies and statements from writers 
in these fields. 


Power of a Faith 
In a Personal God 


Elton Trueblood, in one of his 
books says, “A Christian is one who 
is deeply convinced that God knows 
each person thoroughly, is able to 
have a personal relation with each 
and has a purpose for every life.” 

This is a tremendous thought 
when we ponder it. It means that 
every life is significant in the eyes 
of God. Every religion has some- 
thing that is sacred, perhaps a tem- 
ple, as was true of the ancient He- 
brews, perhaps a totem pole or an 
idol. All religions have had some- 
thing that must not be desecrated, 
Christianity says life itself is sacred 
—not an idol or a temple—‘You 
are God’s temple and God’s spirit 
dwells in you.” (1 Cor. 3:16.) It 
is life itself that must not be des- 
ecrated, or cheapened, or profaned. 
This is of concern to God himself. 
Every life has value in his sight. 

This makes a difference in our 
treatment of others. If every life 
is of infinite worth in the sight of 
God, then one must treat every other 
individual as one who is worthy of 
God’s concern. 

It gives a tremendous sense of 
worth and significance to one’s own 
life. God has a purpose for every 
life. This explains, at least in part, 
some of the power of the early 
church. They were a humble peo- 
ple; they made many mistakes, and 
had many shortcomings; they faced 
great obstacles. They were well 
aware of the power of the opposi- 
tion and they were conscious of 
their own shortcomings, but they 
had the profound conviction that 
in spite of their weaknesses and 
limitations their lives were of sig- 
nificance in the sight of God Him- 
self. 

Such a conception gives life dig- 
nity and worth. It makes one 
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aware of divine resources; for it 
gives meaning and purpose to all 
our efforts. 


Interpreting the Pastor: 
Pre-Marital Counseling 


It is becoming increasingly recog- 
nized that one of the major respon- 
sibilities of the pastor is pre-marital 
counseling. Of what does this con- 
sist? What does the pastor desire 
to accomplish in such sessions? 

(1) Every couple needs a certain 
amount of basic information about 
marriage and family life. This is 
one of the most important ventures 
they will ever make. A great deal 
of information exists on family life. 
It has been the subject of extensive 
research by sociologists, psycholo- 
gists, educators and others. We 
know more than we ever did about 
those factors that make for success 
or failure in marriage. It is un- 
fortunate for a couple to enter mar- 
riage without such knowledge. 

From the standpoint of the pastor 
and the church they also need to 
know the Biblical and _ religious 
teaching on the sacredness and sig- 
nificance of marriage. Some of this 
can be secured through reading. 
Sometimes the church sponsors 
groups or classes that study such 
matters. Sometimes it is given in 
individual interviews. This is pre- 
marital education. 

(2) Some people enter marriage 
with considerable tension, even fear. 
Perhaps all have some anxiety as 
they make this adjustment and as- 
sume the responsibilities of a home. 
This is good, or it can be almost 
defeating; couples need someone 
with whom they can talk out these 
concerns and come to some under- 
standing of them. 

Some have very real problems. 
Perhaps there has been faulty or in- 
adequate training regarding sex. 
Perhaps it is an inter-faith marriage 
with all of its complications. It 
may be a question of difference in 
ages, cultural backgrounds, or the 
disapproval of parents. At any rate 
such problems need to be faced and 
worked through. This we would 
call pre-marital counseling. 

(3) Each couple, if their marriage 
is to be successful, needs to come to 
some common agreements. They 
need to have some understanding 
and acceptance of each others’ views 





on such matters as children, their 
desirability, their training and dis- 
cipline. They need to have agree- 
ments about money, how they get 
it, who handles it and how they will 
spend it. 

There needs to be agreement about 
masculine and feminine roles, who 
has certain responsibilities, ete. 
They need to have some _ under- 
standing and agreement about vo- 
cational life and all it will involve. 
They need to have some agreement 
about the church, its significance 
for the home, its place in life. This 
we would call pre-marital guidance. 

(4) Of course, there is the wed- 
ding itself. It is so often seen as 
a show, a necessary legal observ- 
ance. The couple may be so in- 
volved in the details of preparation 
they miss its meaning entirely. The 
pastor through pre-marital instruc- 
tion can help them see the sacred- 
ness of the words that will be spo- 
ken, the meaning of the service it- 
self, so that it is, as it is intended 
to be, a religious service of dedica- 
tion and commitment. 

All of these overlap. The needs 
vary with each individual and each 
couple. Here is a _ pastor’s high 
privilege and great responsibility. 


Insight from the Bible: 
The Value of Silence 


One of the great passages from 
the Book of Isaiah reads, “In re- 
turning and rest you shall be saved; 
in quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength.” (Isaiah 30:15.) Just 
to read the words slowly carries 
with it a sense of assurance and 
confidence. 

Great souls have learned the 
value of quietness. The greatest 
minds have learned to be still. Those 
who have known serenity have 
known that in the midst of life’s 
activity they must have some pe- 
riods of silence. It is not the mere 
lack of noise that makes silence 
have value. It is in quietness that 
one feels the reality of God. “Be 
still, and know that I am God” 
(Psalm 46:10), wrote the Psalmist. 
“For God alone my soul waits in 
silence; from him comes my salva- 
tion.” (Psalm 62:1.) 


Over 111,000 Handicapped 
Boys Active in Scouting 


Boy Scouts of America reports 
that over 111,000 boys with 
mental and physical handicaps 
are participating in the Scouting 
program. In one out of every 


three Scout units there are boys 
with a mental or physical handi- 
cap. Approximately 16,000 Scouts 
are in units made up entirely of 
handicapped boys while 95,000 
handicapped boys are active in 
regular Scouting units. 
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—Commitment in Life 


(Continued from page 9.) 


Only out of this awareness, surely, 
can he speak of “the glory that I 
had with thee before the world was.” 
Jesus is at one with the Father. He 
is, therefore, at one with himself and 
at one with his brethren and his 
brethren are all the sons of men. 
This oneness’ other name is love, 
and love is no mere warming of the 
heart or sentimental feeling, but 
“active goodness towards ... at 
whatever cost to oneself.” 

Now, come back to Calvary. Active 
goodness towards God: “Thy will 
be done.” Active goodness towards 
men: “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” (Luke 
23:34.) And both at whatever cost 
to himself. Was ever love like this? 

That is love! “So amazing, so 
divine” that it has the right, and 
only it has, to demand “my life, 
my soul, my all.” 

My life, my soul, my all! But 
that’s the whole of me! 

Exactly! 

Can it be as simple as this? It 
can. And is. 

But now, see the cost of it. Liter- 
ally, it tears me out of the position 
of honor within me. It replaces the 
abdicated “I’? with him. That’s a 
major operation; it’s a life-and-death 


business; it’s being “born again.” 
There’s blood there—and sweat— 
and tears! It’s the self-offering of 
self. . . . There is a victim; self is 
that victim, willing, ready, eager to 
do the will. 

In Jesus Christ we see it perfectly. 
We can see it nowhere else. But, 
thanks be to God, “His blood avails 
for me,” for, “what we cannot; he 
can do,” and the perfection of his 
self-offering enfolds my poor effort 
at self-abnegation into itself, and 
I become acceptable in the beloved. 

That is atonement which I can 
begin to understand. Can’t you? 


Appointed Senate Chaplain 


SANTA FE, N. M.—Robert Hargis, 
minister of First Christian Church 
here, has been appointed chaplain 
of the New Mexico State Senate for 
the 1961 session of the legislature. 
He recently completed an investi- 
gation of the state boys’ school at 
Springer as a special representative 
of the governor. 
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please pray 


for the nine million 
people in the 


WORLD'S 
LARGEST 
CITY 





TOKYO 
CRUSADE 


May 6 through June 5/1961 


or World Vision of Canada. 
Box 181-K, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 





RECREATION AND 
STUDY UNDER THE 
CALIFORNIA SUN 
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married 
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Leader’s Helps for Church School Teachers 


THE BETHANY GUIDE 


This 52-page illustrated monthly is for teachers, supervisors and ad- 
ministrative leaders of your church school. In each issue: educational 


THE OBJECTIVES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


This bulletin, prepared by the National Council of Churches of 


articles for each department, worship programs for children, interpre- 
tation of events and trends in Christian education, news and many 
practical helps. Yearly subscription, $3.50; quarterly, $ .85. 


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


For additional information and resources for church school teachers, 
read the International Journal of Religious Education. Published by 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., this is a 
national monthly magazine devoted to keeping religious educators 
“out front’ of developments in the field. Single yearly subscription, 
$4.00; 2 years, $7.00. Group rate saves money. Five to twenty-four 
subscriptions sent to same address, $3.00 each; 25 or more, $2.50 
each. Three or more subscriptions entered at the same time to be 
sent to different addresses, $3.50 each. 


THE CHI RHO FELLOWSHIP HANDBOOK 


A revised 96-page manual for leaders of junior high groups, filled with 
practical plans and procedures to use in developing an all-round pro- 
gram for young people 12, 13, and 14 years old. Helps leaders learn 
to know and guide young teen-agers. Includes a Chi Rho Initiation 
Service with resource materials and a suggested program. $ .50. 


THIS IS CYF 


A 192-page illustrated handbook to help you plan an effective pro- 
gram for young people in your church. It explains CYF, roles of 
officers, counselors and committees, and gives many usable ideas for 
meetings and activities. $ .75. 
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Christ in the U.S.A., includes discussions of the meaning of Christian 
education, the nature of the church, the mission of the Christian 
church, the relation of Christian education to the total task of the 
church, and a statement of the objectives of Christian education with 
information about their development. $ .50. 


THE WORKERS’ CONFERENCE 


By Verdia Burke. In 64 pages, this spiral-bound manual tells how to 
plan and conduct a workers’ conference in your church. Compre- 
hensively defines the conference; discusses its nature and functions, 
ways to get started, planning meetings, discussion topics, guidance, 
resources, business, etc. $ .75. 


WORKERS’ CONFERENCE PACKET 


Here are 12 programs arranged in groups of three which may be 
combined into quarterly conferences or used in monthly leadership 
training meetings. Suggestions for discussions, charts, skits, panel 
presentations, worship’ services—all kinds of ideas for worthwhile 
meetings. $1.25 per packet. 


order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Disarmament or Less Anger? 


The Structure of Nations and Em- 
pires. By Reinhold Niebuhr. Charles 
Scribner’s. Sons. 306 pages. $5. 


When two bullies from different 
neighborhoods find themselves on 
the playground of a _ consolidated 
school for the first time, pressures 
toward combat are almost irresist- 
ible. One may hold his following 
by exercise of brute force; the 
other may hold his followers by 
winning favors for them. But their 
destiny is to dominate their “side” 
and eventually defeat the other side. 

In a year’s study at the Institute 
for Advanced Study at Princeton, 
Reinhold Niebuhr documented such 
a pattern for the United States and 
the Soviet Union in the world today. 
While his realism forces him to see 
the world situation realistically, his 
Christianity makes it necessary for 
him to seek an idealistic and prag- 
matic way to avoid what some would 
call an inevitable Third World War 
resulting in co-extinction. 

He refuses to lean on weak reeds 
such as abolishing the veto in the 
United Nations or the formation of 
a paper “World Government.” 

Neither does he put his trust in 
common fear of nuclear annihilation 
although he admits it “may create 
the first strands of community 
which could be enlarged by various 
forms of mutuality.” (p. 266.) 

For similar reasons Niebuhr does 
not expect nations to disarm before 
tensions are relaxed. Consequently, 
his short-run program is to relax 
tensions and to hope that that will 
result in a change toward a more 
democratic society within Soviet 
Russia. (pp. 267-269.) 

Meanwhile, Dag Hammarskjold is 
idealistically and _pragmati- 
cally building up the prestige of the 
United Nations in the Congo. In 
other writings, Niebuhr has recog- 
nized that the United Nations may 
help in the task of building a 
“global community,” not only by 
preventing wars but also by pro- 
viding a world forum for the forma- 
tion of world opinion and by the 
person-to-person service of its 
agencies around the world. He also 
sees that other interchanges across 
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cultural, national, and racial lines 
are likewise building the bonds of 
a world community. 

However, in this latest book, 
Niebuhr concludes that any moral 
and religious solution of our world 
situation will be very difficult and 
extremely slow. The only new thing 
in our present predicament is that 
the penalties for failure are more 
terrible than ever, namely, complete 
destruction. History shows that “It 
is man’s ineluctable fate to work 
on tasks which he cannot complete 
in his brief span of years, to accept 
responsibilities the true ends of 
which he cannot fulfill, and to build 
communities which cannot realize 
the perfection of his visions.” (p. 
298)—Lewis Smythe 


Business Techniques 


Efficient Church Business Man- 
agement. By John C. Bramer, Jr. 
The Westminster Press. 150 pages. 
$3.50. 


The principal redeeming feature 
of this book is that the author has 
brought together in one place a 
rather complete treatment of the 
various “business” operations of the 
local congregation as he applies busi- 
ness techniques and practices to the 
program of the church. 

The methods prescribed are for the 
most part mechanical and are those 
already routine in the organization 
of a great many churches. This is 
especially true in the chapters de- 
voted to the preparation and financ- 
ing of the church budget and on 
the insurance and maintenance of 
church property. 

In discussing church accounting 
and the construction and use of 
financial reports, the author very 
properly follows standard account- 
ing practices and procedures. This 
does not preclude effective use of 
the book by smaller churches but 
would certainly require that the 
person using the book to advantage 
have some bookkeeping or account- 
ing experience; otherwise, he will 
not be familiar with the language 
employed. 

A church large enough to employ 
a minister of administration or a 
business manager will do well to 


make this book available to such 
a staff member. The church large 
enough to have a multiple paid staff 
will be interested in the sections on 
development of a wage and salary 
program, the effective departmental 
organization of the church office or 
the development of a purchasing 
program. 

There are helpful suggestions in 
this book for any church, large or 
small, which seeks to improve its 
business methods and techniques.— 
CLAUDE R. MACDONALD 


Three-fold Purpose 


Pilgrim Circuit Rider. By Leila W. 
Anderson. Harper and Brothers. 
200 pages. $4. 


This fascinating self-protrayal of 
a _ twentieth-century circuit rider 
will be popular for at least three 
reasons: (1) The story of Miss An- 
derson, with its vivid descriptions 
of her childhood, her varied ex- 
periences in preparation for her 
work, and the many facets of the 
work itself. (2) Brief historical 
sketches of matters often touched 
upon by young and older questioners 
—the evolution of the Bible ver- 
sions, for example, and the devel- 
opment of church school materials. 
(3) Miss Anderson’s imaginative and 
stimulating suggestions to teachers 
and planners in all types of churches 
toward attaining more effective 
church schools. 

Her housewifely itemization of the 
wondrous facilities of her 1960- 
model “nag,” the Pilgrim Circuit 
Rider’s station wagon, will make 
many a minister and area worker of 
many a denomination long for one 
just like it, I foresee. 

A discussion of the common 
philosophy of Christian education at 
which most major denominations 
have arrived, provides a foundation 
from which religious education ad- 
ministrators can build dynamic pro- 
grams for church school teachers 
and pupils. 

Leila Anderson, modern circuit 
rider for the Congregational Chris- 
tian Church, has a message that 
will prove of equal value to Disciple 
Christian education workers.—Mrs. 
WARREN MULCH. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


~ 


Qo? © 


co 


QO © w&»®i ons Me @ Qa, 


— 


GQ Bw 





THESE REVIEWS of current motion pictures are 
provided by the Protestant Motion Picture Council, in 
cooperation with United Church Women and the Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A, 


THE BOY WHO 
STOLE A MILLION 


(A George H. Brown Production. 
Paramount Release.) 


Paco, a twelve-year-old messenger 
boy in Valencia overhears his father 
discussing the repairs of his bread- 
earning taxi with the garage owner 
who will not give him credit. Work- 
ing in a bank, surrounded by large 
amounts of money, Paco wishes to 
help his father by “borrowing” some 
briefly. 

He and his lively dog Pepe are 
soon the objects of pursuit by the 
police, several ruffians who hear 
of the burglary, his father who 
nearly disowns him, a good-natured 
woman and the garage owner cred- 
itor. The chase through Valencia, 
showing faithfully many of its de- 
tails, with the bells tolling, the 
organ grinder grinding, the city 
throbbing with life, is the story. 


A happy ending with the coopera- 
tion of the bank manager gives a 
satisfactory solution in a lesson on 
honesty. Light, whimsical comedy 
about a boy and his dog but en- 
tertaining for more than children. 

FP. 


SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON 


(Walt Disney Production. Buena 
Vista Distribution Co. Inc., Release.) 


Made to order for family audi- 
ences, this new filming of the 150- 
year-old novel by Johann Wyss 
comes alive in an exciting and beau- 
tiful way through Technicolor, Pan- 
avision and well-chosen actors who 
do justice to their roles. 


The Disney Studios’ reputation for 
authenticity of settings and atten- 
tion to details is again well merited. 
Some of the untamed tropical sur- 
roundings of the West Indian island 
of Tobago are used for the settings 
with lashing surf, swamp and forest. 
A large number of wild and domestic 
animals, reptiles and fish are part 
of the cast. 

Father, mother and three sons 
leave their Swiss home to flee from 
the Napoleonic wars. They sail 
West, cross the Atlantic and are 
wrecked on what seems to be a 
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deserted island. Salvaging material 
from their ship and _ using local 
available resources, they build a tree 
house with a great inventiveness and 
settle to a new peaceful existence. 
Two of the boys discover they 
have undesirable neighbors—pirates 
who are holding a British ship cap- 


tain and his young grandson for 
ransom on the other side of =e 
island. This is when the adven ire 
acquires more and more well-paced 
excitement, with an attack from 
the pirates and the plot gradually 
increases in interest until the various 
surprises come along and the well- 
remembered denouement gives a 
satisfying conclusion. 

One of the commendable features 
of the tale and its enactment is 
the good family relations between 
all its members, based on mutual 
affection, solidarity and respect— 


a desirable factor to exemplify. F. 


New Westminster Books 


Westminster Guides to the Bible 
SERVANTS OF THE WORD: 





The Prophets of Israel 


By James D. Smart. A brief but comprehensive survey of 


the Old Testament prophets. 


THE CHURCH 


FACES THE WORLD: 
Late New Testament Writings 


By J. CHRISTIAAN BEKER. A study of the last-written books 
of the New Testament, with a vivid picture of the early 


church. 


BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY: 


Abridged Edition 


By G. Ernest Wricut. A condensed version of Dr. 
Wright’s definitive Biblical Archaeology—brought up to 
date to keep pace with current developments. 


THE PROMISE 
OF THE SPIRIT 


By Wiiu1aM Barctay. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit in 


the Bible and in life today. 


ANTHEMS FOR 


THE ADULT CHOIR 


Edited by W. LawreNce Curry. Designed for small- 
church choirs, primarily, but useful for large city churches 
$1.10 (for 1 to 4 copies) 
$ .90 (5 or more copies) 


as well. 


i 


Now at your bookstore 


WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 7 


i 





$1.50 


$1.50 


paperbound, $1.65 


$2.50 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





The Church in Business 
Editor, The Christian: 


I must agree with Mr. McKinney 
(“Letters,” The Christian, Sept. 18, 
1960) that it is regrettable when 
the church enters the field of busi- 
ness. Let us consider, however, 
some of the other instances in which 
the church is in business. 


We might begin with the very 
organization of religion itself, or- 
ganization accomplished for the pur- 
pose of creating employment for 
an ever-increasing number of dedi- 
cated workers. This project I have 
never condemned. 

Next, I think we should consider 
our Board of Publication. This began 
as a very acceptable enterprise. No 
one would contest the right of a 


church group to publish its own 
literature, religious books, and 
magazines. No tax-paying business 


was hurt thereby—but have you 
noticed how this business has grown 
to include things not pertaining to 
literature? . . 


According to published reports, we 
have some millions of dollars in- 
vested in “housing for the aged’; 
apartment houses built largely in 
resort areas, where “the aged” with 
the means to afford the rentals 
charged are likely to be found. 

Then there is our annuity plan, in 
competition with insurance com- 
panies; and our will-making service, 
set forth as a wonderful way of 
dodging the inheritance tax. ... 

We have come a long way since 
the disciples were sent out by Christ, 
with the instruction to take neither 
purse, nor scrip, nor shoes on their 
journey, the laborer being worthy 
of his hire. It seems that, in our 
greed, we have forgotten to even 
wonder if Christ would approve our 
plan of spreading Christianity. 

I am sure you will never publish 
my letter in your paper, Mr. Editor. 
I have written it only in the hope 
that a small voice “crying in the 
wilderness,” so to speak, will not go 
entirely unheard. I write it, not in 
anger, but in genuine alarm at what 
is happening to the Christian Church. 

In light of these things we have 
discussed, don’t you think it a little 
absurd to concern ourselves with a 
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group of women, serving a dinner 
in a church, for the furtherance of 
the work of the Lord? 


I hope you will accept the unbur- 
dening of my soul in the spirit in 
which it was intended. I bear no 
malice toward anyone.—ADDISON Y. 
CORRELLA, Columbia, Mo. 


Neglected Weapon 
Editor, The Christian: 


At the Edinburgh World Con- 
vention there was a sign which 
read: “Let not Christian Literature 
be “the neglected weapon in your 
Church and Home,” and some of us 
involved in the business of exhibit- 
ing Christian literature wondered 
whether it could be made more evi- 
dent on these occasions? 


A friend who attended the Mel- 
bourne World Convention said that 
he did not see any books or liter- 
ature, and I remember the Leicester 
World Convention in 1935 when the 
bookstall was far removed from the 
main meetings. 


This time the Christian literature 
exhibit was a mile from the main 
meeting place and thus missed a 
wonderful opportunity. 


Is this necessary, and is it good 
for the churches, and for those who 
attend the wonderful meetings at 
the main hall? I think not, and so 
do many others.—E. A. COLLINS, 
Birmingham, England. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: We _ shared 
exhibit space with the genial and 
hard-working bookstore manager 
from Birmingham. We also share his 
hopes that we can be closer to the 
crowds in San Juan, in 1965. 


On Capital Punishment 
Editor, The Christian: 


Useful for church study groups 
is What Do the Churches Say on 
Capital Punishment? available for 
30c postpaid from the Connecticut 
Friends Committee on Social Order, 
144 South Quaker Lane, West Hart- 
ford, 7, Connecticut. Besides the 
1957 statement by the International 
Convention of Christian Churches, 
this compilation includes official 
pronouncements by Baptist, Breth- 
ren, Congregational, Episcopal, 


SS 


Letters ... 


Friends, Jewish, Lutheran, Metho- 
dist, Mennonite, Presbyterian, Uni- 
tarian and Universalist churches, 
and by state and local councils of 
churches.—EpDwarD A. MANICE, New 
Haven, Conn. 


Medium for All 
Editor, The Christian: 


In the past several months I have 
often intended to write you to ex- 
press my gratitude and apprecia- 
tion to you and your staff for a 
very fine and _ thought-provoking 
Christian magazine. My procrastina- 
tion has been brought to an abrupt 


-halt by some mix-up which has 


caused me to fail to receive the 
past three issues. I feel almost as 
if I were left out of the brother- 
hood. 


Your magazine has many praise- 
worthy features, but I particularly 
appreciate the forthright manner in 
which you present many varying 
viewpoints, and the inclusion in both 
your news and opinion columns of 
articles concerning those who do not 
wholly agree with the cooperative 
approach. 

To me, The Christian is a great 
magazine because it is not merely 
a house organ for the International 
Convention and its related agencies, 
but instead is a medium of news and 
ideas for all fair-minded Christians. 
The Christian certainly represents 
the best in our brotherhood life. 
May your tribe increase!—EaRLeE B. 
VAN SLyck, Eugene Ore. 


Cartwright Empathy 
Editor, The Christian: 


Just a line to thank you for using 
the “Empathy” article by Jauncey. 
(The Christian, Sept. 25, 1960.) 

I have had the feeling for a long 
time that we need more articles 
which give advice to our leaders on 
matters with which we all must 
deal. 

Another feature that I’ve been en- 
joying lately is the cartoon corner 
by Cartwright. I’m glad we have 
a consecrated man to lampoon some 
of our weaknesses and to point up 
some of the humorous aspects of 
our religious experience.—FRANK 
SCOFIELD, Sayre, Okla. 
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Sponsored by the Christian Literature Commission 


The Surge of Piety in America 
by A. Roy Eckhardt 


Selected and reviewed by Gran- 
ville T. Walker, pastor of the Uni- 
versity Christian Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 


The Surge of Piety in America 
is a study which those trying to be 
honest about what is happening on 
the American religious scene will 
heartily welcome. 


In a recent discussion in a men’s 
fellowship on the application of 
Christian ethics to the business and 
professional world, a very fine 
Christian layman in the group ob- 
served that there is more genuine 
religion in America today than ever 
before in its history, and he took 
this as the base from which to infer 
that we are therefore witnessing 
more Christian motivation in the 
business and professional life of 
America than any time previously. 

Mr. Eckhardt’s study would lead 
one to look twice before accepting 
the logic of this conclusion. The 
manifestations with which the work 
deals are those that have to do with 
the remarkable increase in church 
membership; the return of funda- 
mentalist revivalism as represented 
by Billy Graham; the emergence of 
the “cult of reassurance” repre- 
sented by men such as Norman Vin- 
cent Peale; the equating of faith 
with patriotism; free enterprise and 
the American way of life repre- 
sented by such movements as Inter- 
national Christian Leadership and 
Spiritual Mobilization. 

By the author’s own statement, 
his emphasis falls on “description 
and appraisal’ of certain popular 
forms of religion of which Peale 
and Graham are the most conspicu- 
ous representatives. The study re- 
fers a number of times to these two 
leaders, convinced that “the wide- 
ness of their followings reveals 
much about contemporary Ameri- 
can religion.” 

Taking all the above manifesta- 
tions of popular religion as a whole, 
Eckhardt concludes that they are 
“folk religion’—forms of piety 
which seek to promote individual 
and group welfare, religion that is 
“good for the people.” The fault 
of it is that it is centered in man 
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and not in God and therefore does FREE 
not achieve what it sets out to do, 
whereas only faith centered in God  pept. 1771 Pleasant Hill, Ohio Covers all ages 
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and his forgiveness can enduringly 
serve the welfare of mankind. 


The Surge of Piety in America, 
price $3.50, is published by Associa- 
tion Press. Order your copy from 
the Christian Board of Publication, 
P. O. Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Mistakes Parents »2/- 


Every parent should have this 
new 32-page booklet about 
child training. It is free; no 
obligation. Simply address 


PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
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PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 
800 Test Building 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 











(63) 31 





Books that reveal 
the deeper meaning 
of Christ's last days 


WEEK OF THE CROSS by Will Sessions 5 
The exciting and moving story of Jesus’ last days on earth 
from Palm Sunday to the day of resurrection. A brilliant 
account of the most dramatic period in the life of Christ. 
10W486, $2.00. A Bethany Press Book 


WAYMARKS OF THE PASSION by Bishop Eric Graham 
A moving interpretation of the Passion Week passages 
from the Bible. 10W516, $ .95 


WE CALL THIS FRIDAY GOOD by Howard G. Hageman 


Meditations on the seven last words. Beautifully illus- 
s EC AsSOon trated to make the hours of Calvary live again. 10W523, 
$1.50 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


THE CROSS BEFORE CALVARY 
by Clovis. G. Chappell. A message 
of hope—the spirit of the Cross as 
seen in Joseph, Moses, and other 
Old Testament figures. 10C793, 
$1.50 


SEVEN WORDS TO THE CROSS 
by Robert F. Jones. Unique medita- 
tions on words said to Jesus on the 
cross by the thief, soldiers and 
others. 108756, $2.00 


THE CROSS AND THE CRISIS 
by Loyal E. Golf. Meditations on 
ways the Cross of Christ helps men 
burdened with their personal crosses. 
10C831, $1.75 


THE FAMILY CELEBRATES 
EASTER by Grace E. Storms. Gifts 
to make, recipes, poems, songs, 
prayers, making Easter for the family 
more meaningful. 10F354, $ .60 


LENTEN-EASTER SOURCEBOOK 
edited by Charles L. Wallis. Topics, 
texts, illustrations, sermon outlines, 
prayers and other helps for ministers 
and worship service leaders. 10L446, 
$2.95 


order from 


LIVING WITH THE SEVEN 
WORDS by John Alexander Mc- 
Elroy. Vivid prose and a refresh- 
ing approach give new applications 
to the seven words in 49 devotions. 
10L447, $2.00 


THE PASSION PILGRIMAGE dy 
Erwin Kurth. Nine meditations each 
bring an event of the Holy Week 
into sharp focus, revealing the good- 
ness of God. 10P662, $1.50 


EASTER GREETINGS 

Exquisite color pictures with poems 
and scriptural selections reveal the 
solemn beauty of Easter. 10E330, 
$ .50 


EASTER IDEALS 

Inspiration and beauty in full-color 
pictures, rich poetry and Easter | 
articles and stories. 10E329, $1.50 


EASTER IDEALS STORIES 

FOR CHILDREN 

Easter stories for children illustrated 
with beautiful full-color pictures. 
10E331, $1.00 


GLAD EASTER DAY by Mary 
Edna Lloyd. Youngsters (3-6) learn 
the significance of Easter from an 
early Christian family who knew 
Jesus. 10G621, $1.25 


Box 179, St. Louis, Mo. 








